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During the recent discussion in the Argentine Congress rela-_ 
tive to the Budget for 1918,the matter arose as to whether there 
should be any appropriation for the maintainance of an Argentine 
Legation in Berlin. . The pro-allied party were in favor of no . 
appropriation for the above,hoping in this way to oease diploma~ 
tio relations with Germany. There is given herewith a transla- 
tion from La Prensa,Buenos Aires,dated 25th of January, 1918, of 
the remarks made in the Chamber of Deputies by Dr. Pueyrreddn, 
Minister of Foreign Relations as to this government's reasons 
for maintaining a Legation in Germany,and also the reply of De~ 
puty Aroe,Chairman of the Argentine Appro riations Committee. 
Dr.Pueyrredén's remarks (January 24th,1918) were as follows: 

"I do not intend to make a long explanation,nor do I wish that 
my silence should be interpreted as the assent of the Executive 
Power in this affair. To me the suggestion seems rather strange. 
It is public that the Argentine Republic maintains ite inter- 
national relations with Germany. Hence it is not conceivable 
that part of any of the branches of the public powers should 
propose the suppression of the legation whioh is the external 
manifestation of these relations. | 
At one time Congress gave its vote proposing the rupture ) 
relations, This vote,considerable though it was,gave only the 
{ 
| 


impression of the Argentine Congress, and naturally had only a 
certain reach, that. is,it showed a certain ohoice,but it could 
never impose on thé Executive Power standardsj or procedurés in 
the handling of Foreign Affairs,which,acoording to the Consti~ 
tution,are under its exclusive care. The Executive Power under— 
stood {¢ thus, and respecting,as I said the opinion of the Ar- 
gentine Gongress,adjusted its conduct to what it understood to 
be its duty. 

Consequently if today Congress should vote the suppression of 
that Legation, that abstract vote with its ideal value only, 
would be translated into a definite action which it has no auth- 
ority to take,and which would simply oreate diffioulties for 
the Executive Power in the management of relations,which as 1 
said are of itm exclusive inoumbenoy. 

I think, therefore, that the Honorable Chamber ‘should meditate 
before taking this step,it should see that thes this is not 
within ite provinoe,and if I may be permitted to say 30,I would 
add that it is even divorced from the vote whioh the Chamber 
made, for it would translate a thought,an aspiration as expressed 
by the Chamber, into a small act,an item in the Budget,which in 
my opinion,is not applioable in this case. — ae 

Therefore,I ask that on thie appropriation being voted these 
observations may be taken into account,and that the legation in 
Germany be maintained. — . aon Bee 


Nothing more. * ee ee Bae et ee ae 
Sefior Arce:" I regret very much to have to bother the Honorable 
Chamber with a few brief words a propos of those just spoken 


on Dome t 
| 
~- 


ghe Minister of Foreign Affairs. . 


“; shall only refer to one of the points considered by the Minis- — 


ter in his speech. The Executive Power has not the exclusive 
handling of foreign affairs nor is it pessible to acoept that a 
representative of the Executive Power shall say that the Chamber 


re) 
has no powers to suppress what it may believe should be suppressed | 


in the Budget. 

I shall not enter into further details to prove my statement,as 
these facts are elementary in matters of public rights,and espe- 
cially since a representative regimen reigns in the world." 

On the vote being takén in the Chamber the result was affirmative 
with reference to the maintainance of a legation in Germany. 


With reference to the letters exchanged between Mr.Roy W. Howard, 
President of the United Press Association and the President of 
the United States, "La Nacion" on January 30th published the fol- 
lowing article: 

"The object of Mr.Howard's visit to this continent has been 
clearly defined in his letter:to renew his relationship with 
several statesmen of the South American Republios,and also with 
‘representative men of the Press in these countries. 

President Wilson's letter to Mr.Howard is a message of friend 
ship sent through a friend to the Latin peoples of the South. 
Mr.Wilson mentions in it once more the cooperation obtained from 
South America by the United States when they entered the great 
crusade for the democracy and liberty of the world outlined in 
& programme of justice. What the United States has wished--~says 
their illustrious President----is to uniform the opinion of the 
world and of America to carry out this ideal.’ We pursue war as 
a calamity and as a crime and in undertaking the immense res= 
ponsibilities of a huge military effort to put an end to war once 
and forever,the American Union could not pretend that other 
peoples,pacifists and weak,should materially throw themselves in- 
to a war,the consequenoes of which they could not forsee. 

President Wilson adds that everywhere people begin to see the 
real intentions and character of hie country respecting inter- 
national relations,and thatthe American Union means no danger or 
threat of any kind,in any case,for the integrity and independene 
of any nation or state. There is no possible misinterpretation 
when the declaration of the programme of action of the United 
States has been clearly understood. A country which risks the 
life of its citizens and their fortune to combat audacious in- 
perialism stating that it does not desire as a prize for its 
heroism one inch of ground or one grain of gold,oannot be sus- 
pectéds of harboring any thoughts of future conquests,and least 
of all at the expense of oivilized and free peoples. 

What Mr.Wilson says to Mr.Howard in his letter to him carries 
the weight of his immense personal authority and officially trane- 
mits to the Republics of South America the action and spirit 
‘guiding the United States throughout the period of its recent 
history. All this makes the trip-of the President of the United 
Press especially pleasing to us,and gives it an international- 
political character, " a 


The following article was published by "El Merourio" Santiago 
Chile with reference to President Wilson's letter to Mr.Howard: 


"In history this letter will figure among the most important 
documents which have been written in this great orisis from which 
a new world will come. The principles of right sustained by the 


i. President of the United States in the midst of thie wreckage of 


.. Frights,of prinoiples,of all formulas of human organization,oarried 
- Aim, the pacifist by personal conviction and as the representative 
of hie people,into the war in Zurope. = 
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Among those formulas there are some which are particularly interest~ 
ing to us as Latin Americans on account of the relationship which 
ww’ they have to our existence as nationalities and our future role in 
the concert of nations. 

President Wilson has taken advantage of every opportunity to pro~ 
claim his convictions, not only on account of certain suspicions which 
have arisen by reason of the wonderful progress achieved by his 
country,but also to demonstrate his conviction of the coming of a 

——— new era presided by justice and right. 


In connection with the visit of the President of the United Press 
Association to these countries,President Wilson has wished to de- 
monstrate once again his intentions,which we know are identical to 
those of hie people,for they entered the war to defeat militariam 
and autocracy in Furope,and for this purpos 


e alone they have desired 
the support of the neutrals. 


Mr. Wilson again proclaims the disinterestedness of the United 
States which seeks no benefit for {teelf. He believes that the union 


of democracies in this great crisis would be for the greatest uni- 
versal good. 


We also believe that these jdeas,thanks to the faith inspiring 
Mr, Wilson,and which he has been able to 


infuee into others,has open- 
ed the door to Latin-American mutual understanding. 


He statesthat his country has offered in every oase the most 
sacred guarantees that it will never be the aggressor either of the 
political independence or the territorial integrity of. any other 
nation or state. At the same time he wishes to obtain similar 
guarantees from other nations of the world. The foregoing declara~ 
tions will have the effect on the spirit of American peoples of h 
dissipating many suspicions which had been harbored, and will establie 
a new decalogue in the international relations of the continent. 


fhe owners of the Argentine vessel "Monte Protegido" sent their 
lawyer to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs onFeb.lst to demand the 
dndemnity promised by the German Government 


one of whose eulhmarines 
sunk the above mentioned vessel on April 4,1917. 


On February lst the replies of the Argentine Government to the 
notes of the Brazilian,Peruvian a 


nd Uruguayan Governments were 
handed to the respective representatives of those countri:s in 
Argentina. 
The Argentine Note to Brazil was couched in the following terms: 
I have the honour to answer your note communicating to this 
Government the declaration of war by the United States of Brazil 
against the German Empire. 


The Argentine Governmen 
causes,which it ha 


t well understanding the determining 
resolution in its 


s followed in all their phases,values this just 


transcedental significance before the fundamen- 
ar he ale that characterizes the honour and sovereignty of the 


With these remarks I renew to the eminent Brazilian nation and 
to your Government the homage of the Argentine nation and Govern- 
ment. The note was signed by the Argentine Minister for Foreign 
eesice howe addressed to Dr.Alcibiades Becanha,the Brazilian 

Be 


The note addressed to the Minister of Pert read as follows: 


*" I have the honour to reply to the note of your legation in 
which you communicated to the Argentine ‘ : 


of the Congress and Government of Per eo aura iat tie ee 
eru to rupture oma re= 
lations with the German Empire as a result oF 7 tain 


f not having obtained 
the reparation that was demanded for the sinking of the Peruvian 
barque Lorton. | 


The Argentine Government con 
within the attr siders that that resolution is 


ibutes inherent to the right of nati i 
tection of their sovereignty. — : one in the pro 


eet oe aed cocerce Bree ceria wish to reiterate to the Peruvian 
ernmen e sentiments of i 
pony a ood deverancatce m friendship of the Argentine 


The note to Uruguay was similar to that addressed to Pert. 
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In response to cablegram W.0.D. No.27,the following data 
on the wheat situation in the Argentine Republic in relation 
to our Allies,is submitted. 

The exportable wheat surplus in the Argentine for the year | 
1918 is three million tons. From the best authorities avail- 
able here,I am informed that the present exportable surplus in- 
cludes some wheat carried over from 1916 and 1917 probably 
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cipals backed up by German money. The Germans have handled 
much of their wheat purchases here through the firm of Bunge | 
Born & Co. and the free trading concerns such as the Mercantile | 
Argentina not connected with the Allies. [3 
These firms have purchased and also warranted large quantities | 
of wheat probably with a view to sell to Spain, Holland, eto. | 
One method in the German purchases has been the payment in ad-_ | 
vanoe of 40% for the refusal for purchase at a certain date. It | 
ie also believed that should any future interruption in the 
railroads prevent the transportation to the seaboard of all the | 
wheat destined for the Allies,that the Germans here will then | 
offer their wheat for sale to the Allies at their own (German) | 
price,with the hope that the Allies will nevertheless buy it | 
under the exigency of war necessity. The Germans have been | 
buying this year's wheat only. ; i | 
The market price of wheat is not usually higher than that 1 | 
fixed in the agreement with France and England. _ 
The amount of "oereal" destined for the Allies which has been 
purchased up to date cannot be ascertained with acouraoy prior 
to the close of this mail. As to amount purchased by other 
countries this is difficult to state as there are now no figures . 
on which to work. The Ambassador of Spain and the Minister of 
Brazil have negotiated with this Government for shipments of 
wheat to their respective countries. The amounts purchased by 
them is difficult to state as I am authoritatively informed that | 
Brazil and Spain are inquiring constantly for a supply and 
Spain only placing a portion of the wheat for whioh it inquires. | 
Roughly dpeaking to date,nearly one half of the exportable wheat 
surplus is already at the seaboard and much of the remainder is Pd 
in movement. ; 2 
Mr.Herbert Gibson,Commissioner in Argentina of the Royal (Bri- 
tish) Commission on Wheat Supply,informs me that the movement 
of the wheat for the Allies is now "ahead of schedule" and that — 
he febls cheerful as to the conclusion in proper time. As to 
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; The following report, dated Harch 1et,1918,has 
been received at this office from a reliable gouve in the 


Argentines 
"There are in general three groups of opinion in 


the local German colony: They are: 
~ (1) The 'Indifferents’, the lexrgest body. 
(2) The strict conservatives. . 
3) The liberals (in the purely Germ 

Groups 2 and 3 axe reoruited Largely from the 
Zrom employés of the laxger pusiness 
from the members of the more or less of 4 
yore sanbellectuala! and some. educate Germans ee | 
fore the War ahd who have 8° oof 


dustxialiate and ‘intellectuals’ . Group. 
e of the people who. were not at : 
Both 2 and 3 are gotive P 
Group 1. om oe et 
‘The Deuteghs Volksbund 16 - 
vert Group 1, who are people ‘of. chang 1S: ) 
no organi zation ‘of influence. in © e liberal 

yoloe ay that attitude being the newepep 
Tageblett'. The defect whioh handicaps . 
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unless he keeps his patriotiam and support of his home 
government at white heat, 


7 "This brings us to another division of the colony, 
to wit, the ardent patriot and the indifferent one, in which 
| the foregoing classification is somewhat obliterated, 


"The oreed of the extrome patriot is that everything 

which the. German Government does is ipso facto right. The de- 
feot of this is that, agthe German oolonies in foreign countria 
have not really authentio news of ‘hat the home government is 
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shovid be rendered, not even Alawoe-Loraine nor German Poland 
nor the oclonies. The Liberuls think it would be splendid for 
Germany to declare for peaos on the status quo ante basha. 

The Conservatives want more than that. 


” 


ws ne ag 


"Ag conosrne the present German Government, the 
local liberals are far from againat the Kaiser. They ho1d l 
him 4n high esteem. But they fayour the alterations. already . 
mentioned. They aré far from anti-monarohioal. . 
"The divergence of opinion between the conservatives 
and liberals over’ the treatment. which Germany -ghould. accord 
her subjects living dn foreign countries ig interosting. The. 

m that: 


Liberals cla the present German diplomatio ano consular { 
representation ig for the benefit of large commercial interests 
only, that the amaller fry receive no consideration. 4n¢ + { 
‘fewer tcounts! and more practioal ‘pusiness mon, 
Counts like Luxburg .Ppey attention to & ul | 

ersons only, avuoh ag bank direotors and very 

ouses; and never even receive Germans of less 
The consuls, they say, must stop consider 


 goandalous, these representatives meted out to th 
mans who at the outbreak of the war, oAme to Buenos ™ 


men, who had.given up good work fox p 
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work has never, been undertaken: yet. :Thi 
either the violation.of: Belgium not the : 
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2 een ; "should Germany win.a complete vot 
; patriotian of local. Germans: will ‘be unbearable. 


: -Bna pride will be unepeakable. one. of tho fiz 
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of theixe ~-will be to.dnaugurate "Blaok Liste! of their own, 
and start a commeroial war beyond any Allied reckoning. 


ie "In oase of a partial viotory, German feolings will 
‘f naturally be more moderate, and there might be hope of a 
\ growth of liberalinam, 


"If Germany loses, the first event will be an ex— 
odus of many Germans and tha naturalization in this country 
of many thousands, Those who cannot become naturalized will 
| \ glaim to be Swiss or Scandinavian, eto, Even at: present the 

: great fear the local colony has of a commeroial war of the. 
Allies is quite apparent. It is beoause.of this fear that: — 
80 hiany support the War to the last extremity. In ‘case Ger~ 
many be defeated, the. exodus above. mentioned will take place 


er the influence of the Aljied. cauge.. in any given.oountry,: 
the ‘greater will be the German. exoduby in ;Ibero-Anerioa — 
there will be an exodus from the pro-Ally :states ‘to, thoge. 
where: the: Allies have the ivast sympathy, such 'as Mexico, .- 
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The following is the newspaper report of an assembly which 
took place on the evening of April 11th at Buenos Aires in 
honor of the anniversary of the entrance of the United States 
into the War. 

"A large and enthusiastic popular assembly was present last 
night at Prince George's Hall on the occasion of the demonstra~ 
tion prepared to celebrate the entry of the United States into 
the war. 

The hall was brilliantly adorned with flags of all the 
Allied countries. There were so many people present that even 
standing room was unobtainable,and there were people in the 
halls,vestibules and outside rooms. On the rendering of the 
anthems of the Allied countries and Argentina there was great 
applause. 

The demonstration commenced with a short speech by Sefior 
D.S.Noceti,who spoke in the name of the organizing comnittee. 

He referred to the importance and significance which the greet 
ings of Argentina would have for the great Nation of the North 
on the anniversary of its entrance into the war. His words were 
warmly applauded. 

Later Dr.F.Barroetavefia spoke, The war has gradually extend- 
ed he said,and almost all the world is now involved in it, Re- 
ferring to the historical significance and future consequences 
of the war,he pointed out the two opposite and clearly defined 
positions taken by humanity today. On the one side there are 
the Empires oriminally responsible for the hecatomb,and on the 
other,the nations inspired by a spirit of right and justice. He 
spoke eloquently on this subject,and stated that the Argentine 
Rebublic should define its attitude,as it is impossible for it 
to ignore matters which interest all the nations of the world, 
and the principles on which Argentine nationality is based. He 
said that Argentina on account of the elementary reason of 
democracy,for patriotic convenience,and its position on the con 
tinent is absolutely compelled to place itself on the side of 
the Allies and especially baside the United States. 

Referring to the attitude of the Exeoutive Power he called it 
ambiguous and incomprehensible,and he believed that the E.Power's 
contradictory damonstrations in favor of and against the Allies 
are simply to maintain an impossible neutrality. To demonstrate 
this he recalled the series of German atrocities and their 
policy in connection with these. He considered that in view of 
the total disagreement between the Government's policy and popu- 
lar opinion,the latter has a right to demand an explanation. 

Later he spoke of the attitude of the United States. He re-~ 
called all that the U.S.did before entering the war,to rescue , 


the remains of law and justice wrecked in Belgium,he spoke of the 


impression caused on Government and people by German crimes, 


Germany's total disregard for the elementary principles of right 


submarine outrages,and the sinking of the Lusitania. 
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He mentioned the evolution of the policy of the leading men of 
the United States and also of popular Opinion. In view of Ger- 
many'’s actions,her tortuous politics and felse promises the United 
States nobly declared war in defense of the fundamental principles 
of civilization. 

After describing the magnitude of the effort made by the United 
States,in order to definitely vanguish Germar.y,he spoke eloquent- 
ly of President Wilson and his internaticnal policy. 

He ended by saying that the first anniversary of the entrance of 
the United States into the wr shovld be greeted with profound 
emotion and respect. ODr.Buarroetavefia's speech was interrupted 
continually by enthuslistic applause. 

Dr.Alfredo L.Palacios then spoke. Ais speech was very brilliant 
and provoked emotion from the beginning. He mentioned the tragedy 
of the present situztion,when the Prussian Armies are making tre- 
mendous efforts to divide the Anglo-French Army which: is struggling 
for the liberty of the world. He stated that no people should re~- 
main as inert spectators of this gigantic duel in which the des- 
tinies of humanity are being decided. He recalled the words of the 
great Italian statesman,Bissolatti,who said that the war is a 
struggle between two opposed principles,and that when justice 
triumphs,the people who have kept aloof from the common suffering 
will have no right to participate in the resulta of the others! 
efforts,and take advantage of the sacrifices of the people who have 
fought for humanity. 

There he pointed out the absolute necessity for the Argentine 
Republio not only to break off relations but to go to war. 

After dwelling on the situation in which the Governmental policy 
of neutrality has placed the ccuntry,he spoke in the highest. 
possible terme of the attitude of the United States,which will. have 
the decisive role when a settlement of the destinies of nations 
takes place. 

He terminated with a brilliant evocation of the armies of the 
United States,disinterested and idealistic,crossing the ocean to 
reach France. 

Tremendous applause greeted the orator on ending his speech. 

Dr.Antonio F.Pifiero was the last speaker. He made a clever 
and ironical study of Prussianism and was interrupted every minute 
by the applause of the audience. 

After the speeches the band played the Marseillaise midst 
enthusiastic demonstrations and "vivas" to the United States and 
the Allies. ; 

The motion to send a telegram to President Wilson was unanimous-— 
ly passed and it was worded as follows: ; 

*The Committee pro-homage to the United States on the occasion 
of the anniversary of its entrance into the war,and in the name 
of a htge assembly held in Buenos Aires,with the presence of the 
representatives of the Allied countries of Europe and both Ameri- 
cas,greet the great President Wilson,as the first citizen of the 
splendid republic of the North,whose decided action for right, 
justice and civilization have won for him the respect of the world. 

The enthusiasm of those present was later demonstrated in the 
streets. A large number of the demonstraters went in a procession 
to the offices of the newspaper"Idea Nacional" and "La Nacion" 
where an imppovised speech was made by D.Antonio Gaggiano. 

The above report appeared ina Nacion ‘and an equally eulogis— 
tic one was published in "La Prensa." The latter stated that sel- 
dom was there seen so anormous an assembly in a olosed hall in 
this city, * 
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_— FROM MS. NGAI be OV TTA CE 
opinion in German circles regarding Naon's visit and the 
Neutrality of Argentina generally: 

Although the mass of the colony do not speak more of Naon 
and his visit,and believe the crisis past,in certain circles 
great events are still expected. oe 

These circles believe that for some reason or other,not 
known to them how connected with Naon's visit,President Iri- i 
goyen intends to break off relations with Germany unless a 
German victory or peace should cause him to desist. These | 
people believe the pres?nt calm is merely one before the storm. | 

They believe that the Argentine Government possesses,through | 
Naon,important documents and statements of Woodrow Wilson that , 
will make a rupture with Germany easy. That this Government is | 
awaiting the arrival of its Ambassador to Spain(Note:He arrived | 
March 85) and at the same time is working to reach an under— 
standing with Chile about this matter. i 

These Germans believe Wilson has promised to Argentina the | 
hegemony of South America,thus giving it what Brazil hoped to i 
acquire by entering the Warjand that,for this price,Irigoyen is 
ready to make the break. 

Be this as it may,in local official German circles it is not 
believed that Irigoyen's continued neutrality is to be counted 
upon much longer. The pressure on one side,the diplomatic 
blunders of Germany on the other----tdwit, the extraordinary 
promises made-----are such,that only a German victory (which of 
course is fully expected) or peace can prevent Argentina from 
entering on the side of the Allies.{ As an example of the 
general anxiety reigning in German ocircles,see the "Call" (Auf— 
ruf) issued by the Deutscher Volksbund. : 

"LA UNION and loan from Spain This paper claimed some time . 
ago that Spanish bankers had made offer of a loan to Argentina, 
and that (according to rumour which could not be verified) Iri- | 
goyen himself revised the articles on that subjeot: before they | 
were printed. a 4 

A great deal of the foregoing may be,as it appears,fantastic;. | 
but it is given here because it shows how muoh or how little the | 
Germans,even the chieftains,know of what is going on inside the_| 
Argentine Government. To those familiar with the faocts,the above 
will serve as an interesting index of the Germans' true intimacy: 
with the situation. : ' 


{Translation of Call issued by Deutscher Volksbund) 


TO THE GERMANISM OF ARGENTINA, and ITS FRIENDS: [| 
\ 
Although the magnificent successes of the Central Powers fill 
us with pride and joy,the situation of the German cause in 
Argentina is economically more diffioult and threatening daily. - 
Although we enjoy,thanks to the far-seeing policy of Presi- | 


dent Irigoyen,the safety of a state of neutrality,every day we. 


receive fresh proofs that this security is without efiect,due to 
our enemies, ‘ 

Every day we see more clearly that this war,criminally begun 
to destroy the renown of Germanism in the world,her power and her 
welfare,is being carried on by the most shameful of methods, 

But this war is being directed not only against the German En- 
pire and her Allies. Under the false mask of fighting for demo- 
cracy,for liberty,for culture,the Allies,and chiefly Great Bri- 
tain and the United States,are directing their poisonous weapons 
against every individual German and pro-German in foreign count~ 
aa last one of these,if possible,must be damaged or 
ruined. 

Against these schemes,carried on by our enemies with ever- 
increasing inhuman ferocity,there remains for us in Argentina 
but one thing to dotevery German or person who is with the Ger~ 
man cause must unite as a barrier,against which the waves of envy, 
hate and destruction will dash themselves in vain. 

For such purpose was founded the Deutscher Volksbund in ‘Ar- 
gentina. But tco many still remain without its fold,either 
through ignorance,mistaken impression,or error of the real situa-- 
tion,many others because they expect from this society their own , 
personal amelioration and therefore overlook the great fundamen- 
tal ideals of the society,which are that all who think alike 
pues unite for the common preservation and defense of German 

ultur. 

Only by the union of everyone will there be safety. Only when 
the society consists of the etrong union of all Germane and pro- 
Germans,without exoeption,will it be able to serve as defense and. 
‘security for each individual. : 

Germans and pro~Germans,in cities and in the country :Men and 
Women:Join the Deutscher Volkabund! Work for it! Show that this 
difficult period-er history has oYSated in you the true spirit of | 
nationality? i 

Yours, 
The Director of the Society. 


(Note: This society is one of the channels through which the 
Junker or official German party is working to retain and inorease 
ite influence among the colony and its friends. ) 4 
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"The Executive Committee of the Argentine League pro Return 
of the Islas Malvinas(Falkland Islands) hae sent the following 
communication to the President of the Republic: 


His Excellency the President of the Naticn: 


Trusting in the high and patriotic ideals inspiring the 
conduct of Your Excellenoy,the young men of Argentina send, 
through our intermedium, their congratulations to you for the 
policy of neutrality which you have sustained,and hope for 
your moral support in the work they have undertaken:to protest i 
before the world against the usurpation of England conoerning 
the dominion of our islands,the Malvinas. 

The undersighed, genuine representatives of Argentinisn, 
communicate to Your Excellency the foundation of the Argentine 
League pro~ Return of the Islas Malvinas,and believe that the 
time has arrived to remove the insult to our nationality which 
has lasted eighty-five years. We aspire to raise the flag 
of our country, which has been trodden into the mud by the 
colonists of those islands,and place it once more on the high- 
est tower of the old fortress there, 

We are sure that Dr.Hipolito Irigoyen will uphold the 
movement which we have commenced,as all others which show trv 
love for the Republic,and we salute Your Excellenoy with our 
most profound consideration and respect. 

The communication is signed by the following:Carlos Cap- 
pemberg,Ricardo Lopez Mufiiz, Eduardo Torello,Luoio Leandro Alem 
Agustin Revello,Samugl A.Benavente,José Rafael Torello,Gra— 
ciano Gorossondo,José N,Oliveira,d.M.Granello Posse, Oreste 
Taina (hijo) Jose ‘Mendilaharzu,Emilio Boullosa,Ricardo Lozano, 
Alberto Jorge, Manuel Mepurado ."y 


The above article was published in "La Union" on April 3, 
1918, "La Union" is the German newspaper published in Spanish 
in Buenos Aires. , 
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The German Chamber of Commerce in this city, recently direct- 
ed a protest to the Argentine Government a propos of the refusal : 
of the "“Compafiia Argentina de Navegacion Mihanovich" to trans— H 
port goods for German firms or "black-listed" concerns. Special | 
mention was made of the blank forms furnished by the Company 
wherein a declaration as follows had to be signed: 
“ It is herein agreed that the merchandise transported shall 
not be consigned nor transferred to any person,sociey or com~ 
pany which is noted on the "black list" of Great Britain or 
her Allies. In case of infraction of this agreement the com- 
pany reserves the right to return the merchandise to the port 
of embarcation, charging for freight on return frip and also 
exacting its payment before return of merchandise." 

In the decree issued by the Executive Power the Mihanovich 
Company is ordered to abstain from placing obstacles to the 
free transportation of merchandise and passengers which may be 
presented or present themselves for transportation in accord= 
ance with laws and regulations thereon. i 

Further the company is ordered to suppresa the clause given 
above from their blank forms as it implies a restriction to 
the liberty and freedom of commerce which the company is 
supposed to serve. In the body cf the decree of the Exeoutive 
Power it is stated that until such a time as special laws are 
passed with reference to transportation by water, the Navigation 
Companies come under the same laws and regulations as the 
Railway Companies. Article 35 of the R.R. law states that "all 
inhabitants of the Republio have a right to travel on the rail- 
ways,etc." that "the transportation of merchandise shall be 
undertaken without preferences for anyone" "that the companies 
are obliged to receive whatever'merchaniise is presented for 
transportation", Hence,the Mihanovich Co. in refusing to re- 
ceive merchandise simply for the reason that it belongs to 
Germans, inhabitants of the Nation,with equal rights to all 
other inhabitants,fails to fulfill the duties imposed upon it 
as a public transportation company." The last paragraph of 
the decree states that "Actions of this nature are not only 
contrary to the law,bpt are also prejudicial to the general 
interests of the country affecting it through one of the 
principal organs of its economy." : 

In reference to the above"La Union",the German paper publish- | 
ed in Spanish in this city,ocomments very favorably on the | 
action taken by the Argentir.e Government. Great satisfaction is 
manifested by the paper,and it states that the country's E 
interests are thereby protedted against foreign "abuses." 
It also says that "the terms in which the decree is written | 
are just and severe,and are an honor to the Government sign- 
ing it. Not only is it an efficient protection for all those 
who work in the Republic but also it is a lesson to the com- 
pany,and to all those who confuse tolerance with submission." 


In connection with the decree of the Executive Power the 


German Chamber of Commerce sent the following note of thanks to 
the Minister of Agriculture. 


"The spirit of impartial justice which has guided the Nation- 
al Government in all ite decisions relating to the influences 
of the war here had made us confide beforehand that efficient 
protecticn would be furnished for these interests jllegally 
attached and which this Chamber represents. We have great pleas- 
ure in taking this opportunity to reiterate to the Executive 
Power the intimate recognition of German Commerce incorporated 
to the economic life of this progressive country. The interests 
of the country itself are parallel to the free development of 
the activities of all foreigners without exception. ™ 


Binding Margin. 


[See Letters of Instructions to Military Attachés.]} 


1 és 2 
CRO Rs ends De a / en ea tee 3 
Mewy 4 : , ae yeealt DEPAR] MENT 

ae. ee A ¢ oo 


we Sh a. Bog 4 [dae 
SUBJECT .Trade..relations..between South Africa and..Argentina...... 


AdOR O. 2, MABON 
From ......... FR scsi teeth ct a Richt it ae ace ae ancl tat hca SS, acaa st eR RG RRM Dt 
Now A982 DMO ence cece Aprid 1S) cstentoteeie 1918 
Replying toNo...... ©. ........ Date Vinh Ghcb ite eet temata tee Ee 


The following is from the Review of the River Plate,April 132, 
1918. Buenos Aires. 

"The transcendental military and political happenings of 
the day, throughout the world,naturally result in diminishing 
the public interest and attention which in normal tines would 
be accorded to the more” prosaic developments of mere commerce 
and industry. Still,conmerce and industry are necessary for 
the maintenance of supplies and the furnishing of funds and 
credits. In this connection,we have recently learnt with some 
surprise of the rapidly growing importance which trade between 
Argentina and South Africa is assuming. We recorded some months 
ago the arrival in this country of a South African Trade Com 
missioner, Mr.Alwyn Zoutendyk. Mr.Zoutendyk during the course of a: 
few months visit,was able to inaugurate a flow of business bet— 
ween this Republic and the"“South African Union.’ He returned to 
South Africa and after a stay there of some months,occupied in 
successful business propaganda,he is back here once again to 
supervise the very important transacticnswhich,by his initia~ 
tive,are now taking place between the two countries. The volume 
of business which these transactions represent at this stage | 
already exceeds half a million sterling. It tse instructive to 
learn that South Africa has imported,or is in process of import- | 
ing,from Argentina, the following considerable items: steele i 
rails and accessories,13,500 tons, value £300,000; boots, 24,000 { 
pairs,value £15,000;leather to the value of over £30,060; freez- 
ing works by-products,such as bone-meal, dried blood,ets.,to the 
value of £15,000;10,000 oasks of linseed 0113;20,000 cases of | 
canned meat,value £45,000;locally manufactured chemical pro- ‘ 
ducts;locally manufactured matress wire,etc.,and between 700 
and 800 tons of wheat. Further,some 800,000 Argentine hard- | 
wood sleepers have been acquired,we believe, But the trade is 
not all one way. Argentina has recently been taking from South | 
Africa,hessians to the value of £280,900,ostrich feathers,£3500, 
tea, lucerne sead,wines (French type),brandy and ginjand last 
but far from least,coal in considerable quantities for use on 
the railways, As a matter of Tact,two cargoes of South African 
coal have arrived at the Port of Buenos Aires within the past 
few days,and we understand that there is a lot more to consas ite 
use on railways is found very satisfactory. Thus almost un- 
noticed,quite an important trade has developed between two 
eran same till recently were practically unknown to each 
other, , 
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It is of particular interest to note, incidentally,the growth . 
of Argentine industries to an extent that permits of manufactur- j 
ed goods such as boots and semi-manufactured goods such as ; 
leather,being exported ona comparativy large scale. The market 
for Argentine boots and leather in South Africa appears to be 
a splendid one. Already Argentine representatives of these in- 
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dustries have visited ind are visitng Scuth Africa on behalf 

of their factories,with entirely satisfactory results for 
business. Poth Argentira and South Africa are to be congra~ 
tulated upon the rapidly expanding trade relaticna which the 
foregoing details indicate. It is intereating to note that 
several Argentine manufacturing firms shculd have been 80 
enterprising as +o aend special representatives to South Africa 
to procure orders. This has been principally the case with 
regard to boots and leather. We understand that the South 
African Government are showing special attention to those 
Argentine business representatives,with the view to making their 
visita of the greatest mutual profit to both countries. Much 
credit for the notable progress in trade betwoin South Africa 
and Argentina is due to the capable Trade Commissioner whom 

the Government of the Union sent to this ccuntry. Mr.Alywn 
Zoutendyk is directly resjonsible for the bulk of this new and 
growing trade,having,indeed intervened personally in the princi- 
pal transacticns. With undovbted business ability, Mr. Zoutendyk 
combines tact with energy,with the result that his dealings, 
not only with Argentine traders and industrialists but also 
with Argentine Government Departmenta,have been cordial and 
effective. To this hia fluent knowledge of Spanish has contri- 
buted greatly. " 


ae. The steel rails referred to are old worn cut material 
which is exported to Africa in exchange for coal, 
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(From an Italian source) 


"Yesterday evening thousands of leaflets were sent to the 
interior of the Republic,inviting the railroad workmen, especi- 
ally those of the Southern R.R. to proclaim a general strike. 

I was able to obtain only one of these leaflets. It is 
written in the most violent terms. I transcribe below the part 
concerning the practical methods advised to obtain the results 
desired by the strikers. 

The publication in question has made 4 deep impression on 
the Government. It seems that they worked all night at Govern- 
ment House to take the necessary measures to meet the situa- 
tion. The police were ordered to prevent the committing of 
orimes mentioned in the leaflet in question. However if the 
police have not the necessary military forces placed at its 
disposal little oan be done. 

The general strike is announced for midnight between Sunday 
and Monday."(May 5-6). 


Transoription of leaflet: 


"Practical measures. During the shadows of the night and under 
cover of the darkness,we must begin to work. We must loosen 
rails,blow up bridges,break up oculverts,remove fish plates,and 
loosen spikes s0 that trains may be derailed and whoever may 
be hurt little matters whether they have anything to do with 
this questicn or not, 

The public is exactly the most important object of this mea- 
sure. With its indifference it has legalized the infamous 
action of Companies and Government ,without reflection for one 
moment that its security and the conservation of traffic is 
not insured by the Government or the oompanies,but by these 
obscure workmen,these nameless workmen,these striking workmen 
who they look upon with contempt,and whose demands, which are 
human and just,are made fun of and they are treated as bandits, 
pirates and seditious. 

There are very easy means to operate individually if one has 
not confidence and assurances in other companions. 

In a ourve at the point where two rails join two pieces of 
iron are placed in the same way as the spike,or a piece of 
iron'is adjusted at the joining and it stands out about 35 
centimeters, Also at any place an ordinary chain is wound 
round a rail and fastened,and this will provoke a derailment. 
Also by digging under the line to one side with an exteneion 
of two to three meters and a depth of thirty centimeters a 
sinking can be produced. These methods are very easy and 


can be applied by one men alone. When more trains,more passenge 
cargo,and animals are harmed: so much the better so that our 
persons may be respected. The more engineers and stdkers 
maimed or killed the better: and we shall have less traitors . 


f 
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in our lines. Besides it must be taken into account that those 
injured after a few trains have been derailed will be obliged 
through fear to ask the companies to take back the workmen who 
have been diemiagsed,as security of traffic will be needed. 

LET US THEREFORE BRETHERN DERAIL TRAINS AND SOW TERROR AMONG 
TRAITORS AND TYRANTS." 


Other systems of sabotage,such as incendiary bombs,petroleun, 
etc. are also spoken of. 
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Subject: Agquisition of Foreign Steamers by Argentine < 
BAHIA BLAROA, ato, | 


LA PRENSA May 2, 1916, ee 

The BAHIA BLANOA negotiationa being finished, 1% ap=- 
pears that the Govnrnment is on the point of aoquiring other (er= 
man and Austrian stencers found in Argentine porta, 

Yasterday, accorling to maritime ofroles, it was 
assured that negotiations on the part of the Miniatry of Marine 
ave alreaiy well uniter way for tha aoquinition of the steamers 
SEVILLA (German), 5,156 Tons, in Puarto Belgrano; SEIDLITZ (Goxrean) 
8, 608 Tone interned in the Military Port (Bahia Blunoa), and the 
HOLGER (German), 5,555 Tons, anobbred in Rio Santiago. 

It ia also stated.in the sum airoles that the Govarn= 
ment has started negotiations for the purchuse of the fine Dutoh | 
transatlantic steamar HOLLANDIAZ in port here for nometine dun te 
various reasons. co 


. LA RAYON (Evening Paper) May 2, states that the Rgonts 
of the HOLLANDIA deny any posaibility of thé ship being bought by 
Argentina, . oN bak _ | 
®*La Epooa® B. Aca Apr, 24. 4926,. 
8, 8, BAHTA BLANGA. 

The gost of the ship oan be covared by two sound trips 
to North Amrica, based on the rate of SO Arg. Gold Pason per ton, 
as obtained already for Fovernmnt ahips, 

The Bahia Blanoa is to carry Goal and genexal merohan- 
dise to the Argentine, 

a aira are to be hurried aa mioh as posnible, . 

Outside of the favorable opinions aul tted by profession-~ 
als, the Prosident has received the most optomistic reports from 
the prinoipal shipping firms. in the country... 0.0.0" | 

_ The report of the Somsiasion designate by the Scoretary 
of the Navy embodies the following information; . 

The general oo sition of the ahip is goods 1% will have 
to be overhauled, cleaned ant painted, as it han been idle for four 
years, A double bottom was gohe over and found to be in good cone 
dition; the others have water as ballast, 


There ore considerable danages in the principal maohinazy »,- 
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958003 Maximum epeed 15.5 miles; two engines, trip 


Some of the parte baing oonpietely useleas, 

The yeasel can be repaired in the country. Tha repaira 
Gan be effeoted within 41x months, but vith a apeoial effort 
they sould be finished in about a month less, 

It ie entimated that $300,000 Pason Paper would oovar 
the work of rapairing an painting, but 4¢t would be better to 
authorise a greater expenditure of agsount of the constantly 
inoraasing coat of labor ani materials, 

Buenos Aires, with ite greater facilities, would be the 
best place to make tha repairs, 

The original cost of the yessel nay have been a million 
Pesos gold, but the present situation would make 1¢ permissible 
to give 4t a valuation of two million pesos fold, judging med Oy 
the rate of "forty pounia Sterling per ton of cargo" fixed 
the Allies as the price for new nhips. I¢ should he noted 
that the Atgentine Govarnmnt is the only posaible buyer, 

The price mentioned in the previous paragraph would suffer 
an immediate decline us soon as the War ends, dus te tonnage that 
would be available, 

In case the vessel io taken over, it would be alivisabile 
to take sdvantage of ite veg. a md dook by soraping and painte 
ing it before it is brought to 

The Oaptain of the SBehie’ Bianoa® # that if he reooives 
authority from the German Government he wil indiioate the exrt 
location cf certain parte of maghinery~that are missing, whioh 
would diminish tha amount of work and oost of repaive, 

Tho stoamera "B.B." was constructed in 19 {, grons tonnage 

@ expansion, 
each 3,000 indicated HP.3 80 zplm., consump tio on per day's run 
of 24 Hours 85 to 70 tone; bor oe of. cosl. Ps) 2,500 tone} 
130 cabin passengers oan be carried; 4 bodliers, 

- ‘The cylinders -- high =ressuxe, mdium pressure, und lowe 
pressure -- in both enginwa, have been destroyed, The eccentric 
rode and "sector" are missing in both engines,. 

Ald the auxiliary machines, generators, refrigerating ape 
paratus and ‘boiiers aré in good'o erating: condition. 

The ship has a emall workshop with maohinery and tools 
sufficient for the needs of the. voRae,, es 


In acquiring the "Bahia Blanca’, the. Prenident is follor= 
ing out his plan 

one of his main endeavors, dusto the precarious situation in 
whioh Argentina finis bathed the..steady diminution of ‘vessels, 
calling here is seriously 4 uring: industry, ‘in general, 

Tf there is no comlete oure for: the: situation, then there. 
ia at least. som palliation. that. oan be effected, Oixouns tances. 
prove the inoonsietency of Gongeens in having’ bigoknd the Presi- 
dent's Project to acquire the ’ 

_ Let.us hope that. the aofuiaition of the SBahis, Blenoa® 
4a an only. the firat step to put in motion tho tonnage. Agnterned 
in our. eal ‘BS On be done oe and: te Ecko aayantage : 
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With these ships ani those for whiah negotiations are going 
in Spain and Japan, the desire for the formation of an Argene= 
ino Merohant Marine will be quickly attained, 


LA UNION, Apr. a4, 1918.5 BeAr 


y The Argentine Governmsnt authorise’ purohanss of German 
; ship "Bahia Blanoa® for 7,600,000 fwedish Crowns, eanquivalent tp 
4 $1,804,000 Avg. Goid. 

200,000 Atg. Paper Pesos have been authorized, to put the 


Pa ateamr 4nto condition to be wied, 
i The yeasel ia to ve inoorpoatad as a national transport. 
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Replying VO NOs occ tree Date. oes ueemccasteegshe 
From "La Nacion" May 39,1918. 


"The most serious problem which the war has given rise to, 
undoubtedly is the crisis in transports, and consequently it 
is easy to understand that its solution has preoccupied those 
whe have the future and propperity of the country at heart, 
Therefore it is well to stimulate private initiative which 
contributes to solve the problem, " Le 

In the first place we must mention Mr.Manuel Mendez de Andes 
whose name is a tradition in shipping and in whose progreseive 
brain one of these initiatives commenced, 

Returning from a trip to Europe where he had visited some 
important ship-yards, and having conversed extensively with 
Captain Deschamps (the well-known captain of the Spanish stean- 
er Infanta Isabel de Borbon)he conceived the idea of construct- 
ing vessels in the country,utilizing national ‘woods for the 
purpose,and whatever other elements could be procured here for 
their construction. , He soon found able assistants in the 
young engineers José Manuel Pirovano, Virgilio Pifiero and Car~ 
los Luis Tassier,who,much enthused with the idea, got right to 
work, Thus,an improvised ship-yard was started in the Tigre 
(prov.of Buenos Aires near oapital) on the Lujan River. It was 
only 80 meters wide by 30 meters long,and in it was laid the 
keel of a wooden vessel which it is hoped to launch next 
month. The difficulties which the constructors had to over= 
come can easily ‘be imagined. Everything was lacking---from 
machinery to workmen, and everything had to be improvised. How- 
ever order was evolved out of chaos,and the fruits of their 
labor oan now be appreciated. pe aoe = Og FR RRS 

Yesterday we visited the little ship~-yard, On poplar 
stands (supports) and trunks of different kinds of trees,rests 
the hull of a sechooner having perfect lines,and which in a 
few days will be floating on the Lujan. About 70 men are 
working there, personally direoted by the constructors who are 
always there Overseeing every detail. A ahs 

The vessel. gives the impression of absolute solidity. Na- 
tional woods exclusively have been used in ite construction; 
of these woods preference has been given the “algarrobo" (carom 
tree) the*vivaro", "pitirib{™, "palo blanco" and "ocurupay". 

The vessel being constructed displaces 670 tons,and the 
Capacity of its holds is caloulated at 500 tons approximately. 
It has a length of 135 feet,a breadth of 38 feet and a depth 
of 18 feet. It will have three masts but its operation will 
not depend exclusively on the wind. The sails will only be 
auxiliaries as it will have a motor of 180 H.P. with internal 
combustion and it is caloulated that it will have a speed of 
Trom eight to nine miles an hour. 

Another detail which impresses favorably is that the vessel 
has been constructed with the greatest. care and almost looks 
more like a yaoht than a cargo vessel---so beautifully is a 
everything finished off, . ae : ety ae 
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The builders are really in love with their workpand ¢noug iis 
Cnly an experiment yet it is the most important attempt ever hade 
in the country. As seon as this vessel is finisliad they are going ~ 
to try and build five more vessels of 1000 tons enehy Dire nia edier 
of these vessels have been laid near the Arias cahal on the same 
Lujan river and on a pice of land lent by the Central Argentine 
Railway. The ambitions and hopes of the buikiers do not end here. 
They have no doubt that in time they will be able to undertake 
the construction of steel vessels. 
Messrs, Mendez de Andes and Pirovano with whom we spoke yester- 
day are devoting all their time and thoughts to this new industry 
and. await, the greatest success. -_ Theyintend to sell the vessel 
under construction and the other five' planned,but they hope in the 
thee to be able to build vessels for the Argentine merchant 
marine, 
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Undoubtedly the news will be welcomed of the constitution of 
a construction company for building cement ships,and at present i 
the yards are at Rio Santiago,in the Ensenada(near La Plata, Prov. ‘ 
of Buenos Aires, . | 
It is a company that intends to inorease their industries to ; 
avast scale. They are beginning modestly and building preferably | 
petroleum boats,and they state that they can build vessels of 1000 i 
tons in about three months. | 
The company according to the manager intend to utilize as far 
as possible national elements in the construction of the cement 
vessels. It is stated that there is very good cement at Sierras 
Bayas(in the province of Buenos Aires). 
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El ms serio de los problemas plan- | los frutos de una labor fmproba y sin 
teados por la guerra es, fuera de duda, | desmayos, : 
e! que se refiere ala crisis de los] Ayer visitamos el juefio ast lero, 
transportes, y, em consecuencia, no es|Sobre soportes de y troncos 
de extrafiar que su solucién upe | Giversos, descansa e) esbelto de 
constantemente a cuantos se in-eresan | una goleta de I{neas perfectas, 
por la grandega y prosperidad del pats. | tardara ‘ 
Resulta, entonces, de justicla estimu- 
lar las iniciativas privadas que contri 
buyan a amenguan los efectos dy aqués 


cuyas quillas han sido colocadas en 

otro astillero que los mismos construc- | br 
tores han instulado frente a! canal de 
Arias, sobre e} mismo rio Lujan, en un) | 
terreno cedido por e) ferrecarri! Cen- | 

tral Argentino. Alli las cosas se haran | 
de ios. 


forma, porque lias aepiravicnes | % 
constructores 


no se lmitan a| ¥ 
Creen 
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LA CONSTAUCCION 


El mis serio de los problemas plan- 
teados por la guerra es, fuera de duda, 
ei que ee refiere a ‘ln crisis de lor 
transportes, y, en consecuencla, no es 
de extrafar que su solucién preocupe 
\ | constantemente a cunntos se in.eresan 

r la grandeza y prosperidad dr} pats. 
‘ ulta, entonces, de justicla. estimu- 
‘liar tas iniclativas privadas que contr! 
\lbuyan & amenmuar lose efectos de aaua- 
‘| a, precurando, ademas, cauzarias 


‘Di BUQUES EN FL PAIS —UN ESFUSRZ) M.RITORVO | 


‘| convenlentemente, con el fin que no 
fe malogren.. irreprochable. 
Entre esas iniclativas, merece desta- 


carse ia que ha nacido en el cerebro 
de un hombre progresista y animoso 
ue lleva un apellido que es upa ver- 
dera tradicién en ese sentido, Hemos 
nombrado a D, Manuel dex de An- 
aéa, : : 

De regreso de un viaje a Europa 
donde acababa de visitar algunvs as- 
Ulleros de importance y en conver- 
rucién con e) capitan hamps, de) 
{nfanta Isabel de Borb6on, sobre ta fal- 
ta de bodegas, concibi6 el propdsito de 
construir buques en el pais, utilizando 
para ello las maderas nacionsles 
evantos elementos pudiese hallar aqu 


de 
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Diversos aspectos del buque en construc cién 


los frutos de una labor {mproba y sin 
desmayos, 

Ayer visitamos e) pequefio ast lero. 
Sobre soportes 


y troncos 


diversos, descansa e@] esbelto casco de 
una goleta de lineas perfectas, que no 
tardara muchos dias em flotat sobre 
tos aguas del Lujan. Trabajan alll 
unos 70 hombres, dirigidos pereonal- 
mente por los constructores, que se 
turnan constantemente, 


sin descuidar 


han einpleay 


vn detalle para que la obra resulte 


buque da Ia impresién de una 
eolidez a toda prueba, 
do en sy construcclén maderas nacto- 
pa “ante preterenoie, ch. algatruver Vic 
oO pre 
yar6é, pitiribf, palo blanco y 
que reemplazan 
lizadas en el] extran) 
El buque en construccién des,lazara 


vi- 


‘ ourupay, 
con ventaja ias uu- 


culAndose la capaci- 


»'se dediearon de Ueno a la tarea, sin} hora, A 

‘| que surtiesen efecto las frases desaien- Otro detalle 
+|tadoras que por todas partes escucha- blemente es la en 
»| ban, cluida cada parte de) 


Fué asf como en un astillero impro- 
*| visado en e) Tigre, a orillas del rio Lu- 
‘1, j4n, de s6lo $0 metros de largo por 20 
de ancho, fué colocada a mediades de 
febrero la quilla de un buque de ma- 
dera que se espera botar a! agua en el 
mes proximo, Las dificultades que 4e- 
bleron vencer #08 constractores son 
faciles de imaginar. Alli faltaba de to- 
do, desde fas maguinarias hasta la 
mano de obra y todo fué improvisan- 
dose hasta Uexar a convertir aquel 
baldfo en una pegquefia colm dot- 
de ya se pueden apreetar fActlinente | 

Ew oe we. os — a 


ue impresiona fovora- 


costo y como si se tratara de una em- 
barcacién de paseo y no de un trans- 


aproximadamente. Tiene 135 pire de 
esiora, 28 de manga y 12 de punta!. Su 
urboladura es de tres 
marcha no dependeraé exclusivumente 
del viento, Antes, por~el con 
velamen ser& elemento auxtiliar, por- 
‘| que “se instalar4é en e) buque un motor 
5 ‘2 pin Penny or 
marcha de 


palos, pero su 
rio, et 
interna, 


imprinir una 
ocho @ nueve millus por 


fe 
te pecroleron, » afrmendo que 
mainar em fones de 100! 
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cuyas quillas han sido colocadas en 
otro astillero que los mismos conatruo~ 
tores ban instulado frente al canal 
rio Lujan, en un | 


A sobre e) mismo 
vince ferrocarri! Cen- 


terreno cedido por e! 
tral Argentino, All! las cosas se haran 

er otra forma, porque las aspiracicnes 

de los constructores no se lHimitan a 

tos buques mencionados. Creen poder 

construir embarcaciones mayore* y no 

sudan de Uegar a las construcciones ile 

acero, 

Mientras tanto, este nuevo astillero 
efta montado con elementos mf&s va- 
thosos, susceptibles de mesoras, ro 
que Henan, por el momento, los fines 
a que se destinan. > 

Los Sres. Méndez de Andés y Piro-. 
sano, con quienes. conversamos ayer, 
asi como 10s otros dos socios, tedi- 
can todas sus energins a la nueva In- 
dustria, de la que esperan Optimus re- 
sultados, Plensan enajenar e! buque 
casi terminado y los otros cinco a que 
hicimos referencia; pero tlenen e) pro- 
posito, slempre que encuentren apoyo 
po pera de las none de cons- 

r buques para marina mercante 
nacional, 


Ha de ser bien recibida ta noticla 
‘de la constitucién ‘de una sociedad 
constructora dé buques de cemento ar- 
mado, que actualmente estA tnetalan- 
co un. pequefo astillero sobre el Rio 
Santiago, en la Ensenada. 

Se trata de una empresa que se pro- 
pone Gesarrollar en vasta es-ila la 
nueva industria, si bien emypezando 
modestamente, y que dedicar& su prer 

rencia a la construcci6n de buques 

ra ter- 
toneladas 
en no mayores de tres meses. 
Se propone ia empresa, sexdn mani- 
festaciones de su gerente, emplear la 
@ayor guma de elementos naclonales 
en la truceiOn de los bugues es- 
Pecialmente e] cemento gue, seman afr- 
ta, existe de muy buena calidad en 
Sierras Bayas, en el partido ce Ola- 
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Replying to Now Matte. nye _, 19 


The following data regarding wireless installation in the 
Argentine is submitted having been given me by a reliable 
source. 

My informant is a British expert who has been requested by 
the Argentine authorities to conduct a test at the British 
Marconi station at Bernal for the purpose of reception of the 
mysterious wireless signals referred to in a previous report 
and cablegram by me. These mysterious signals are continuous 
or undamped waves. As soon as results are obtained I will bo 
informed and this information will be sen€<by caBlegram. 

My informant states tnat the British wireless situation in 
the Argentine is as follows: 

There are no British atations in operation in Argentina 
at the present tine. At Bernal,a town near Buenos Aires, the 
Marconi (Oo. (British) has two towers 46 meters high. These 
towers were dismantled before the war as it was stated that 
thie station interfered with the working of the wireless (Nation- 
al) station at the "Darsena Norte" Buenos Aires. The Bernal 
station formerly communicated with the Marooni station at 
Punta del Este,Uruguay,but the latter station wae ordered dis- 
mantled by the Uruguayan Government owing to some disagreement 
between the Government and the Marconi Company. It seems that 
the Uruguayan Government wished the monopoly of the wireless 
in the Repudlioc of Uruguay. At Punta del Este the wireless 
masts are now lowered to the ground. 

At Veronica,on the coast of the River Plate,and directly 
opposite Montevideo the Marconi 0o. have constructed quite a 
number of substantial buildings with the idea of some day ereot- 
ing a powerful station. No masts ,however, have yet been ereot= 
ed at that place and the apparatus of the Marconi systém: of a : 
5 KW set is packed up and in storage in the empty buildings. 

Near the Darsena Sud (South Docks) of Buenos Aires the Nar- 
oon ride has deposited in one of their warehouses another 5 

set. : ; 

The two 5 KW sets just mentioned were to be sold to the 
Argentine Government and one of each placed at the ocitics of 
Tucuman and Cordoba. The transaction,however, has not yet 
been completed. 

Of course the apparatus of the British steamers touching i 
at this port are of the Marconi system. My informant is charged 
with the repair and inspection of these. He states that they - 
are sealed by the Argentine Government during the stay of these 
ships at this port. 

My informant gives me the following data regarding other 
apparatus in the Argentine: Je ee $4; 

At the National Wireless station(Naval) at the Darsena Norte. 
city of Buencs Aireas,there is a wireless school. This school 
has a 5 KW Marconi set and,a 3 KW Telefunken set. The Govern- 
ment installation at the Darsena Norte for transmission and 


recepticn of messages consists of a 10 KW Telefunken set, 
% the Campo de Mayo military reservation near Buenos Aires 
there is a 3 KW cart radio set (Marconi) and two pack radio 


4K sets,Marconi, : 
Informant states that the Germans now have a factory near 


Buenos Aires-~--at Velez 
wireless agpparatus. 


Sarsfield--~— for the manufacture of 
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The following is translated from "La Epoca"of June 28,1918, 


" A numerous group of young men have constituted an association 
of a nationalist and Americanist gharacter. As will be seen by 
programme given below the plan of work to be undertaken is 
extensive. 

The organizers hope to begin their task by the publication of 
an organ called "Moreno'. The first public act of a collective 
character will take place on July 9th next,and will be a juven- 
ile parade headed by all the flags of South America as a frater- 
nal sign. Well-known orators will speak. Herewith the pro- 
hramme drawn up by the association: 


1. To draw together all the patriotio entities soattered in 
the Republic. 

2. To commemorate historical events of our country and estab- 
lish the "Annual Feast of Argentine Tradition.' 

3. Tomcourage and assist art,science,industry and national 
commerce. 

4. To create a popular nationalist library. 

5. fo fiscalize works of foreign authors in our country. 

6. To nationalize the public debt. 

?, To patronize reform of manner of obtaining citizenship 

“papers. 

8. Creation of a Nationalist Atheneum. 

9. Patriotic Congress of Young Men. 

10. Publication of an organ of propaganda. 

11. Constitution of representative committees of the Associa~ 
tion in all the capitals of the interior. 

12. To patronize and encourage any undertaking which signifies 
a nationalist principle:to obtain,to this end,the help of 
State and Press. 

13. To organize patriotic festivals. 

14. Constitution of a Tribune of Young Men. 

15. Nationalist Legislation. é 

16. International point of view: a)intelectual interchange, qalso 
social and commercial between the countries of South America 
bo) realization of a Congress pro-South American Peace.o) 
Solidarity in Patriotism," 
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SUBJECT ..Comodoro. Rivadavia O11 Fields, Argentina. 
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Replying to No. ....00...0............ Date - 


The following data was supplied this offic by an American 
business man in Buenos Aires. (Mr. C. D. Middlebrook, Manager 
of the La Blanca Cold Storage and Packing Plant.) Mr. Middle- 
brook vouches for the acouracy of the data and estates that it 
wee obtained by one of his employees under date of April 9th. 
l 


"COMODORO RIVADAVIA OIL FIELDS. 

LOCATION: Comodoro Rivadavia is situated in the South East 
Corner o ubut, on the Atlantic Sea Coast, about 1250 miles 
from Buenos Aires, in latitude 45° 51' 41'' South. The regular 
boats take from five to twelve days to make the trip, while the 
petroleum boats make it in 3} or 4 days. 7 


PIER: Ships calling at Comodoro Rivadavia are forced to an- 
chor some distance from the shore, loading and unloading by 
lighter. The tank boats, however, are taken care of by a pier 
850 meters long carrying a pipe ine at the end of which is a 
flexible hose which is taken aboard the Tank. At the end of the 
pier there are 23 feet of water at low tide. The tanks anchor 
to a buoy in prolongation of the pier therefor, the length of 
the vessel is immaterial. Unfortunately for the general pubdlio, - 
this pier was built for the sole purpose of sustaining the pipe 


line. 


DISCOVERY OF OIL: In drilling for water for the town:of 
Comodoro vadavia, petroleum was discovered at a depth of 533 
meters, in December 1907. This o11, which very much resembles 
the Mexican oil, is a heavy. blaok fluid, of about the consis- 
tenoy of pine tar, has a specific gravity of 920, to 926, is 
high in asphalt and low in naptha and kerosene. This oi] has a 
fuel value of 18,737 Be aus per pound as against 14,500 for 
bituminous ooal and 15,700 for POcahontas coal. (From analysis 
by H.H.Craver, Pittsburgh, Pa.) The o41 is much used in ite 
natural state as paint for fence posts eto. 


PROT TON: From 1908 to 1911, 5 wells were drilled; from 
1913 to » ? more; in 1915, 13 were drilled, making a total 
of 85, 821 of which worked during this year, giving a production 
of 75,900 cubic meters. At the present time, Maroh 1917, there 
are 31 wells working, 7 not working for various reasons and 18 


under construction, making a total of 56, 45 of which should be 
producing at the end of the year. = * oo 


The production for 1916 is gaid to be-120,000 oubso meters, 


80 wells working during the year ‘produced an average of 4,000 


cubic meters per well, making dail average of nearly 11 cubic 
meters. The average produotion 


on for 1917 will‘ probably be over 
12 oubic meters per weal per da 


Y; owing to improved methods and 
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the action of one well, N& 39, which at irregular intervals 
flows oil at the rate of from 500 to 600 cubic meters per day. 
(The action of this well is doubtless the cause of travellers 
telling that large quantities of o11 go to waste.) Formerly 

some of this oil was lost, but little now gets away, the present 
storage capacity being 30,000 cubic meters. 

The average well begins with a flow of about 100 cubic 
meters per day, which laste for three or four months and grad- 
ually reduces itself to the general average of 10 to 15 cubic 
meters per day, and in the opinion of kr. Christie, a Texas 011 
man in charge of part of the fields, the wells can be made to 
produce an average of 30 cubic meters per day if properly taken 
care of. They do not screen the sand off and the wells thus — 


become choked up. 


- GOST OF OIL: The Government sells the petroleum at $15.00. 
m/n per oublo meter to the railroad and private Companies work- 
ing in the distriot, although in the opinion of Mr. Ohristie it 
costs about $20. per cubic meter to produce. 


TRANSPORTATION OF PETROLEUM: They now have 3 tank ships 
the "Waneta® and the "“Ministro Ezourra" which carry 3500 and 
2000 cubic meters respectively. These ships make from 3} to 3 
round trips per month. The commission has ordered from the 
United States two more tank ships, one of 3,500 ocubio meters 
capacity and one of 4,000. One of these ships should be ready 
at the present writing and the other within a couple of months. 
As the “Waneta® is a chartered ship, she will probably be drop- 
ped as soon as possible, leaving the Government with a oarrying 
capacity of 9,500 cubic meters 24 or 3 times per month. Taking 
the ‘lower figure, gives a carrying oapaocity of 33,750 cubic 
meters per month. 

Taking into consideration 45 wells which should be produc- 
ing at the end of the year, and allowing for a production of 15 
cubio meters per well, whioh they have never yet attained, we 
have 45 X 15 X 30--~ 20,250 oubic moters per month, some of 
which is used in Comodoro Rivadavia as fuel by the Commission 
and by the Railroad Company. 


PRIVATE COMPANIES: Private companies in the district are too 
small-as yet to be of any commeroial importance, but one of then, 


at Kil 20 has its good prospects. 


RELATIVE VALUES. 
1 1b. of U.S. Petroleum has a fuel value of 32,000 B.T7.U. 
1 " Argentine " kk " " 18,700 B.T.U. 


1 ® Bituminous Coal yon of "© 14,500 B.T.U, 

1 cubic meter of Argentine Petroleum weighs 935 kilos. 

In Russia and in the United States it has been found that 
1 1b. U.S. Petroleum is equal to 1~8/10 lbs. of bituminous ooal;. 
however, 1 lb. of Argentine Petroleum is equal to 187/380 X 1.8 
= 1,5 1b. of coal, therefor, 1 oubio meter Argentine Petroleum 
is equal to 1387 Kilos of Coal. . 


CONCLUSION: There is no doubt that this field will continue 
to produce Increasing quantities of o11.for some years to come, 
and there are indications that other fielde will also be found 
in that part of the Republic. . oe wes 

However, it must be remebered that. the Government at present, 
and for some time to. come, has-made adequate preparation for the 


soon ee senna Sime tains 
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unless an exceptionally good contract can be made with the 


Government. 
Chas. P. Ames. “ 


E: 

The follewing data from Argentine Ministry of Marine is the 
status of o11 production to date of December 17, 1917. 

.The Comodoro Rivadavia oil fields are State property. 

The production of oil to October let. 1917 was 448,294 
cubic meters. Production in the month of September 1917 was 
13,875 cubic meters. 

There are 67 wells in all, but at this date only 33 are in 
operation, the balance under repair or being completed. 
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SUBIE@7 Effect upon Argentines of the recent American 


militery. successes in France. 2... 


From. R.C. ee 
No. 1276 Date July 25 _, 1918 
Replying to Now . . Date. arg AG 


The recent splendid work of our troops in France has mee 
a great impression upon many of the Argentine people with whom 
I come in personal contact. 

There were no doubt many people here who thought our 
country would exert itself mostly with money and supplies and 
those who thought it impossible for us to become a military 
factor of importance in the European War. 

The following is an exact oopy of a Letter(written in 
English) received yesterday from Captain Jorge Yalour of the 
Argentine Navy,and I quote it as an example of the attention 
the people here are giving to the American troops in Europe. 

"Buenos Aires,24th July,1918. 


Colonel Smith, 
Military Attache to the U.S.A. Embassy. 


My dear Colonel: 

For those of us,who have lived in the United States,and 
have been able to observe the strength,the iron will, decision, 
resolution and tenacity of the American nation,there was de- 
cidedly no surprise to learn of the behaviour of the United 
States! army in Europe's battle-fields. 

I have deliberately waited a few days,so as not to be 
impressed by the enthusiasm of the first moment, and which after 
all might have been for movements without importance;but now 
that the viotory of the Allies is pushing the teutons towards 
final rout,allow me,dear Colonel,to send you my congratula- 
tions and to repeat,that with Fooh in ommmand of the gallant 
Frenchmen and oourageous Amerioans,vioctory will orown the 
efforts of those who know how to die for their oountry. 

Your army provoked the smile of inoredulity of many 
people;I,my friend,believed in it's efficoienoy and did so for 
two reasons: 1)on account of the ways of being of the Amerioan, 
2) remembering an old believing of the oamp-people of my 
country,which says 'Young cow-boy without antecedents of ocour- 
age or a good fighter,is more dangerous then a veteran cow- 
boy! and I apply it thus:the American army is not knowm in 
Europe, it is young,and therefore more dangerous than the 
veterans who sometimes rest on their laurels,whioh generally 
wither,because they grow too old. 

Accept my congratulations,please convey my respects to 
Mrs.Smith,and believe me, 
Yours affectionately 
(signed) Jorge Yalour." 


| ‘ ; [See Letters of Instructions to Military Attaohés.] 
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The following is a report of a trip to Upper Paraguay made 
during August 1918, by a member of a party of American business 
men, The report is submitted as presented to me, 


Journey The International train running from Buenos 
from Airez, Argentina, to Asuncién Paraguay, leaves 
Buenos Aires Buenos Aires on Monday of eack week at 4:00 P.M. 


° The train is usually composed of an engine and 
Posadas, tender, 1 freight-car, 1 baggage-oar, 3 second 
Argentina. clase coaches, 8 first-class coaches, 1 dining- 

car, and 6 sleeping-cars. There are never more 
than twelve cars in the entire train, howeyer, as the car—ferry 
Over which the train must travel between Zarate, Province of 
Buenos Aires, and Ybicuy, Province of Entre Riés, has a capa~ 
olty of only that number. 

Leaving Buenos Aires, the train pulls out of the Federico 
LaCroze station over the Ferro-Carril Central Buenos Aires 
tracks, This road is evidently used mostly as a connecting-link 
between Buenos Aires, and Zarate, Province of Buenos Aires, on 
the Parand River. The line is single-track, very poorly bal- 
lasted, and poorly kept up. It is the usual broad~guage line 
of English construction found in this oountry. The rolling- 
stook is sadly in need of painting and overhauling, although 
it seems to be in fair mechanical order. Between Buenos Aires 
and Zarate there is one very dangerous epot where this line 
crosses that of the Ferro-Carril Buenos Aires y Pacifico on a 
gradé crossing. 

The country traversed by this line between Buenos Aires 
and Zarate is mostly ocoupied by small truock-gardens, oocoupy- . 
ing from one to ten acres, and worked by a good class of labor, . 
The line is fenced with iron=wire (3 strands) strung on que- 
; bracho posts, for its entire {ae Have been 
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installed at all of the out-of-town “rossings, and. those in the 
cities are guarded by gatemen, The/soil is very rich, and most 
of these small farmers produce créps during the entire year. 

The journey from Byenos Aires to Zarate ‘should take from 
three to four hours. Zarate is quite a manufacturing city. It 
is here that the Fenix Paper Company have their factory, also 
the Smithfield and Argentine Meat Company, the Anglo-South 
American Meat Company, and the Las Palmas Produce Company. 
Zarate is a city of about eleven-thousand inhabitants, and is 
98 kilometers distant from Buenos Aires. =. . 

At Zarate the entire train, without the engine and tender, 
are run aboard a large steel ferry-boat for the trip across 
and up the Parana River to Ybiouy, Province of Entre Riés, 
This ferry is strongly built and apparently quite seaworthy, 
although not a new boat. The railroad oars are oarried flush 
on the steel deck, there being three tracks running the entire 


length of the boat, each one capable of accomadating four oars. 
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The time occupied in the trip by ferry is approximately four hours, 
depending on the wind, and the ourrent, which is still very strong 
at this low point on the river. The landing-piers at either end of 
the ferry are well-built and perfectly counter-balanced, being of 
concrete and steel construction, although at the Zarate end there 
is also a wooden trestle in use. 

Arriving in Ybicuy, Province of Entre Rios, Argentina, at 
about 12:30 A.M. on Tuesday, the train is run over the line of the 
Ferro-Carril Entre Riés to Concordia, Provijice of Entre Rids, a 
distance of approximately 220 miles. This road is algo single~ 
track, bpoad~guage, but has been kept up much better ‘than any 
other part of the route travelled, It is fairly well ballasted, 
fenced with the usual three-etrand iron-wire fence, with cattle~ 
guarda at all crossings. Heavy steel truss and girder bridges are 
in use over all of the larger gullies and streams, while reinforo- 
ed conorete is used over the smaller ditches and brooks. The 
bridges all appear to be well-built, with conorete or brick 
foundations. The stations along the line are small and dirty, and 
very Old, As there is very little traffic over any of these lines, 
there are practically no signal systems in use, although there is 
a telegraph line which runs along the right-of-way for the entire 
distance. The rolling stock on this railroad appears to be in 
very fair condition, although it is not very complete. 

The journey from Ybiouy to Concordia takes about twelve hours, 
arriving shortly after noon on Tuesday. From Concordia, Provinoe 
of Entre Riés, to Posadas, Territory of Misiones, a distance of 
about 300 miles, the train runs over the line of the Ferre-COarril 
North-East Argentine. This part of the trip cocupies approximately 
3B 18 hours, arfiving at Posadas about seven A.M. on Wednesday. 

The baliasting on thia line is not as even as on the Entre 
Riés, but otherwise the condition of the two lines are about the 
same. These two railroads run through a very produotive country, 
the chief products of which are yerba mate, maize, tobacoo, and 
oranges, although they also raise sugar, rice, vegetables, wheat, 
potatoes etc, There are also many cattle raised in this part of 
the country,“ although, in comparison to the numbers of cattle 
raised in/Other parts of the Argentine, it has very little sig~ 
nificangée in this respect. 

Wood-fuel is used entirely by the lines over which the Inter-~ 
national train runs, and it is due perhaps to the numerous stops 
which must be made for fuel and water that the journey is not 
several hours shorter. 

Upon arriving in Posadas, Territory of Misiones, Argentina, 
the train is again run.on a ferry—boat to oross the Parand River 
once more to Encarnacién, Paraguay. The ferry in use at this 
point is much smaller than the one used at Zarate, having a capa~ 
city of only eight oars. It is algo quite an old boat, although 
it has been well taken care of. e trip across the river, a 
distance of probably not more tHan a mile at this place, takes 
half an hour, due to the very gwift ourrent and to the many shift~ 
ing sand-bars. The landing-pier at Enoarnacién, Paraguay, is built 
on a marine-railway, such as is used in the ahip-yards.for launch- 
ing vessels, in order to facilitate its use in time of low water 
on the river, Consequently, the level of tie pier, at such times, 
ie very muoh lower than'the level of the bed off the railroad. In 
order to surmount thie difficulty, a heavy. steam. donkey~engine is 
mounted just at the top of the incline leading from. the pier to 
the bed-level, and the oars are hauled off the baat and up the 


incline by ‘cable. 
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Republic of Paraguay, we found them to be very courteous and 
quite efficient. e Pt te aes Ls Rae 
_ From Endarnacién to Asuncién, Paragyay, a distance of about 
220 miles, the train travels over the line of the Ferro-Carril 
Central Paraguay. Thies road, built-and formerly owned by English 
capital, was bought a few years.ago by the Paraguayan Government. 
Since that time, it has steadily declined, until at pfesent it 
is by far the most uncomfortable and unpleasant part of the 
journey. The road—bed is in poor condition, and the rolling~stock 
has been allowed to run down. Recently the Government has been m 
making some attempt to repair and renovate the road-bed. There 
are gangs working on various partes of tie line, laying new ties 
and re-ballasting the road, and, if they keep working, there is 
no reason why this particular stretch should not be put in first- 
clase condition. The stations are in need of painting and repair- 
ing, although they are well-built and serviceable. = = ap eee 
It is unfortunate that such a condition should be allowed 
to exist, as the country is very picturesque, and could easily 
be made attractive to travellers. The land is very rich and pro~ 
ductive, and many cattle are raised on the ranches through which 
the railroad travels. The trip from Encarnacién to Asunoidn, 
Paraguay, takes about fifteen hours, the train arriving about 
10:00 P.M. on Wednesday. o 
During my stay in Asuncién, the Capital of Paraguay, 
Government I had the good fortune of meeting several of the 
Officials Government officials. Dr. Franoo, the President of 
in the Republic, seems to be very well liked through-out , 
Asuncién, the country. When he was elected in 1916, people pre-~ 
Paraguay. dicted a revolution within a short time. Since then; 
however, he has surprised every-one by hie oapabiy ty 
and foresight in handling the affairs of the nation. Ite finances 
are in much A condition now than they have been for some 
years. 
. Dr. Ayala, at one time Minister of Finanoe in the Republic, 
and later Paraguayan Minister to Washington, D.C., is at present 
ocoupying the post of Minister of Foreign Relations. He is a 
most agreeable gentleman to meet, and he speaks very good English. 
He professes to have great admiration for the United States and 
its actions in the present conflict. Dr. Ayala is spoken of very 
highly among all of the business interests of the country, both 
Allied and native, and he is regarded as being the prokkble can~ 
didate for President at the next election. He told me in conver 
sation that, while there are great numbers of Germans and German 
sympathizers in the country, the actual attitude of the higher 
Olass of the Pafaguayans is one of sympathy toward the Allies, 
but pagticularly toward the United States. In a speech he made at 
one of the luncheons given us in Asuncién, he made a statement’ 
to the effect that, as the Republio of Paraguay is a very small 
and weak country, surrounded on all sides by larger and more 
powerful nations, it is natural and to be expected that Paraguay 
should feel friendly toward the United States as the ppoteoctor. 
of their liberty and Bir sakespegion rae aed edd Beare 6 the 
United States had the Monroe Dootrine, the best policy that Para- 
guay could possibly adopt and hold toward the United States 
would be one of friendship. He also stated in a private conver- 
sation that the policy of Paraguay toward the United States was 
that of benevolent neutrality; and that, as Paraguay could lend 
no more assistance by joining the United States in the war, she 
was ready and willing to lend her resources in order that the 
United States, as an exponent of Freedom and Justice, might be 
viotorious. In my opinion, Dr,..Ayala, personally, is very sym- 
pathetic toward our country and: would gladly see Paraguay break 
relations and declare war against Germany, but he is evidently 
not yet. quite strong enough to influence things that way. 
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; Don Eduardo Schaerer, former President of bir Republic, was 
- also present at several luncheons and dinners given us during 

’ Sur stay in Astncién, Schaerer ie of direct German descent, and 
was regarded as being pro—German. Schaerer himself told me that 
he had a son in Buenos Aires, Argentina, at the present time in 
the National University, studying acientifio farming, He express 
ed the hope that his son, upon graduation from the University 
here, might go to the United States for a post-graduate course 
at the Sheffield Scientific School, He also said that he would 
accompany his son on this trip. As he epeaks very little 
English, he is studying the language at the present time, with, 
he says, a view toward using it in the United States, Schaerer 
is a man about fifty years of age, with a very etrong personality 
and character. We would make a staunch friend, or an equally 
formidable enemy. 

Sefior MeXhes, the Mayor of the City of Aeuncién, ia a very 
young man, but weil educated and apparentay very. capable. He.is,....} 
at any rate, very popular among the people of the city. He has 
travelled extensively throughout England and Europe, and lived 
for some time in Birmingham, England. He speaks English perfect~ 
ly, with a hardly noticeable accent, He told me that he had 
never Visited the United States in hie travels, but that he 
hoped, upon the completion of his term ae Mayor of the city, to 
make the trip to North America, as he has many friends there, 

In all of his statements he was rabidly pro-Ally, and he said 
that the German colonists and capitalists who have interferred 
in the affairs of his country have never done anything but harm, 
He spoke in this fashion on several different occasions, in the 
' presence of Government officials and others who might easily 
have made it unpleasant for him had they cared to do so. He 
peemed to be quite sincere in what he said. 

Vavious other Paraguayan officials mentioned at different: 
times their great admiration for the United States and for her 
achieyments in the present conflict. The Admiral of the Paraguay- 

an Navy, who has only two ships under his command, expressed a 
desire that sometime he might have an opportunity of going 
through some of the Navy yards in our country, as he said, "to 
gee the places and the men that are doing miracles toward the 
winning of the war." 

Dr. DaRosa, the owner and editor of the Paraguayan news- 
paper,"El Diario", is strongly pro-Ally, both in his statements 
and in his newspaper despatches and editorials. He expresses 
See in the United States and in their ability to 
win the war. 


American ed further up the Paraguay River, the general trand 
business of opinion seemed to be that, among the more high-~ 
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Upper Paraguay. | Going further into the heart of Paraguay, 
Communications, by way of the Paraguay River, the sole means 
‘Industries, of travel is by riverboat. There are two 
Cattle and lines operating passenger-carrying steamers | 
other above Asuncién, One of these companies, known 
Animal life. as the Mihanovich Line, operates two quite i 
large and comfortably equipped boats, the 
"Aguncién" and the "Corumb&é", running from Asunoidén, Paraguay, 
to Corumbé, Brazil, a distance of approximately 500 miles. 
These sister ships are 300 feet long, 30 feet bean, and 8 feet 
8 inches draught. They are steel side-wheel steamers, built in 
England by W. Denny and Bros.,Dumbarton, in 1906. Because of 
low water in the dry season of the year, these two boats are 
only run during part of the. time. The other line, owned and 
operated by Domingo Barthé, rune ong steel side-~wheel steamer 
carrying passengers, between Asunoidn and Pusrto Max, a distance 
of about 350 milea. This ship, the “Anita Barthe" is about 150 
feet long, 35 feet beam, and six feet draught. Because of her 
shallow draught, she is able to make the run to Puerto Max the 
year around. The trip from Asuncién to Puerto Max should take 
three days, providing‘that the ship does not run on one of the 
numerous shifting sand-bars, which are such a bane to river 
navigation. 

Our party made the trip from Asuncién to Puerto Pinasoo, 
which is about seven miles down the river from Puerto Max, and 
on the opposite side of the river, The steamer wo travelled on, 
the "Antta Barthé", leaves Asunoién every Saturday afternoon at 
5 P.M., stopping at many of the little settlements along the xx 
river to unload the small shipments she may carry, and to take 
on fire-wood., All of the boats run by steam on this part of the 
river burn quebracho for fuel, This is a native hard-wood whioh 
ig very plentiful and muoh cheaper than coal. racer 

The principal stop made between Asuncién and Puerto Max is 
at Conoepoién, which is about mid-way between, In this place 
the government have a wireless station located on the outskirts 
of the village, and about three miles back from the river. 
Concepoién has a system of well laid-out streets, although they 
are not paved. It also has one fair hotel, run and owned by a 
Frenohman; a couple of banks, several commercial houses, and 
various stores, . ae 

We disembarked from the "Anita Barthé" at Puerto Pinasoo, 
which is the location of the recently completed quebracho- 
extract plant of the Central Products Company, of New York, anda 
also of a large cattle-ranoh belonging to the same firm. The 
company have constructed and equipped, during the last year, 
the largest quebracho-extract plant in Paraguay. At this plant 
they will manufacture large quantities of the extract, whioh is l 

so valuable during these times, for the tanning of leather. It 
| is perhaps neddless to say that this plant has been completed | 
" under great difficulties, owing to the war, and great credit is \ 
| due for its completion, it might be said that the supply of que- 
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bracho in the "chaco" or forests there, is almost inexhaustable. 
The only cost is that of cutting and hauling to the narrow-guage 
logging-railroad which the company operates. The wood-pulp left 

Ei after the extract has all been removed, is used as fuel. in the 

A furnaces that run the plant. . tii od 

- There are many other beautiful hard-wiods growing in this 
country, although there does not seem to have been any attempt 
made to place them on the market, The manager of the Central 
Products Company showed us fifteen different varieties of native i 
woods, all of which had been highly. polished. They seemed .to 


compare very favorably with the woods we use at home in the 
manufacture of furniture, and for other purposes where it is 
_ necessary to obtain a very high finish. It would seem to me that 
if these woods. could be placed on the market, they would find a \ 
large demand, and they. are certainly very plentiful in the 
forests of Paraguay. 0 
During our four days: stop in Puerto Pi 


opportunity to.go over a small part of the immense ranch be- 

longing to the Company, which they are using entirely for 

cattle~raising. This section of the business, which is run by 

Mr. Charles Campbell, might well be taken as a model, even in 

the Wn keed States. At present, he has about 35,000 head of 

cattlé on the ranch. The company is constructing a large can- 
ning plant at San Antonio, about twelve miles below Asuncién 
on the River Paraguay. Upon the completion of this plant, the 
cattle will be shipped down the river from Puerto Pinasco to 
San Antonio on barges. At San Antonio the beef will be killed, 
dressed, cooked, and canned for export. 

At Puerto Pinasoo, the company has installed’ its own 
electric-lighting system, ita own telephone lines, which run 
back from the river into the woods for a distance of about 
forty-five miles; it has built twenty-five miles of narrow-~ 
guage railroad line, and has constructed a substantial pier 
on the river. They have had to construct corrals, using for 
this purpose the quebracho out from the land cleared in build~ 
ing some of the workmens' houses. They have also built concrete 
houses for their managerea on the property, and have laid out 
an orderly system of streets. 

Both along the Paraguay River proper, and along the small - 
streams or "riachos" draining into the river, there are numer- 

' ous alligators. These alligators range in size from two to 
‘twelve feet or more. They may be shot either. from the river-— 
steamers, or from small boatea. The mative Guaranf{ Indians kill 
many of these animals with epears ahd bow and arrow. The skins 
may be purchased for almost nothing in the city of Asuncién, 
an ordinary skin, six or seven feet long, uncured, being worth 
about thirty cents United States money. These skins make excel- 
lent leather, although it is not used for this purpose in 
Paraguay. . 

There are also many edible fish in the river, although 
there are no shell~fish. Different varieties of these fish may 
be bought in the markets very cheap. 

A short distance back from the river, there are tigers, (a 
species of the cat family about the size of a leopard and mark- 
ed like a tiger), armadillos, carpinchos, ostriches, parrots, 
quail, doves, and a few.deer. The tigers are often quite trouble- 
ba on the ranch, as they kill the young colts and calves for 

ood. 
me return trip from Puerto Pinasco to 
River Asunoién was made on the steamer "Corumba"m and 
Transportation took about 45 hours. This is about the usual 


between time, always provided that the sand-bars oan 
Asuncién, be avoided. 
Paraguay, Journeying on down the river from Asunoién, 
and Paraguay, to Buenos Aires, Argentina, we left 
Buenos Aires, Asuncién on Thursday morning at about seven — 
Argentina, otclock, on board the steamer "Guarany" of the 


Mihanovioh Line. This ship is also a steel side- 
wheel steamer, of 1200 gross tons, 240 feet long, 34 feet bean, 
and 17 feet 7 inches draught, built in 1908 by A.& J. Inglis 
Ltd.,of Glasgow. She is supposed to make the run from Asuncién 
to Buenos Aires in three days, and the return trip in five. 
There are at least four other passenger~oarrying ships belong- 
ing to this line on the same run; the "Washington", and the 
"Londres", sister ships of 2670 gross tons, 393 feet 6 inches 
long, 45 feet 1 inoh beam, and 11 feet 3 inches draught. They. 
are triple screw steamers, builtin 1906 by Gourlay Bros. & Co. 
of Dundee, The other two ships on this run that I know of, and 
belonging to the Mihanovioh Line, are the "Berna" and the 
"Bruselas", also sister ships. They are of 8310 gross tons, 

365 feet 3 inches long, 37 feet 1 inch'beam, and 10 feet 4 

inches draught. Both steel side-wheel boats, they are well fit~ 

ted for river navigation. They were built in 1911 by A.& J. 

Inglis, Ltd., of Glasgow. Making a rough estimate, I. should 

say that these boats would able oarx On 
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ing vessel between Buenos Aires and Asuncién, tne "Formosa". 
This ship nas been purchased witnin tne last two weeks by the 
Minanovich Line, so that they now have a complete monopoly or 
passenger-carrying navigation on the river Paraguay from Buenos 
Aires to Asuncién. The "Formosa" was built in 1911 by tne Dundee 
Steam-boat Co.,Ltd. of Dundee, She is 215 feet over all, 32 feet 
i incn beam, and 8 feet 6 inches draught. She also is a steel 
side-wheel steamer, of 1085 gross tons. 

This entire fleet of steamers is well fited for river navi- 
gation such as is encountered between Buenos Aires and Asuncién, 
but they would be extremely uncomfortable in any kind of a sea- 
way. There are also several cargog-carrying stewmers running 
between Buenos Aires, and Asuncién, and others whicn continue 


the run from Asuncién on up the Paraguay nee to Puerto Max and _ 
n 


beyond. As there are no raiiroads from Asunci into tne neart 
of Paraguay, Manufacturing plants furtner up tne river must be 
entirely dependent upon this river navigation for their supplies 
and imported materials. The passenger steamers are capable of 
carrying very little treignt because of tneir snaliow draugot 
and tne amount of room given up to passenger accomodations and 
crew's quarters. Several ot tne firms operating on the Paraguey 
River above Asuncidén nave bougnt tneir own freigut-carriers and 
do tue greater part of tneir own freignting. It is said tnat the 
Mihanovich Line will not be accomadating unless it suite their 
own convenience, which is very seldom, | 
In addition to toe wireless station mentioned as 
Wireless| having been seen in Concepoidén, there is er 
Stations, station of practically tne same type in Asunoidn, 
Paraguay.| which is also under the control of the Paraguayan 
Govermment, and operated by tnem. This station is set 
up in back of the city of Asuncién, and down the river, in other 
words, to the south-east of the city proper. The aerial is of 
the "Umbrella" type, supported on a steel tower about 300 feet 
high, whion is in the center, and at tne ends by steel posts 
about 35 to 40 feet in height. The operating house is built of 
conorete, close to tne central tower. The grounds are apparent- 
ly fenced in completely, and I understand from queétions I asked 
that the public is not admitted on the grounds. 
7 In mentioning the commerce and the commercial 
Commercial possibilities of Paraguay, I wish to state that 
Possiblitties most of our party, myself inoluded, came away — 
in Paraguay. from there with tne impression tnat the Paraguayan 
people and their Government will not only weloome 
American enterprise and capital, but will be willing to go more 
tnan half-way in an effort to meet tnem. The Mayor and otaer 
officials of tue city Of Asuncidu, whom we had the pleasure of 
meeting, said they were willing to make several conoessions to 


American firms who will undertake the task of giving to the city, 


a water supply; sewers; telephones; better electrio-lighting 
facilities; better tramway service; and who will accept the con- 
tract to pave the streets. As the oity is at present without 
either water-mains, sewers, or telephones; and the electric-light 
and tramway service are very poor; not to mention the condition 
of the streets, it would appear to me that this one city alone 
would go a long way to prove the wonderful opportunity that 

teed for American interests in this practically undeveloped 
country. 
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The above league has sent the following letter to various 
Allied business houses in Buenos Aires: 
Buenos Aires, Aug.29,1918. 


Sir: 

We have the honor of addressing you in the name of the Ar- 
gentine League Pro-Allies Interventionists with the object 
of requesting your pecuniary assistance, either in the form of 
one donation or by monthly subscription in order that this 
league may be able to continue with propsganda begun on April 
26th last(date of its foundation) in favor of the interven- 
tion of Argentina in the world war meking common cause with 
the Allies. 

We say "s0 that this League may be able to continue with 
its propagenda" for the reason thet it is virtually paralysed 
through lack of resources,and nevertheless has great need of 
making know its thought on international affeirs of great 
present invortance. 

The League has carried out its prosramie gradually (oopy of 
Which attached) within the modesty of the resources within 
its reach and a proof of this are the recent and important 
public acts which took place through its initiative in honor 
of the United States,Frence and Beleium, besides having obtain- 
ed the sanction from the Chamber of Deputies tc make the 14th 
of July a national holiday. It has also published pamphlets 
and manifests in large quantities meking known its adhesion to 
@ll Allied acts whioh have taken place in Buenos Aires during 
recent iionths. 

We hope that you will be able to appreciate duly the reasons 
given ebove and in consequence will give us your pecuniary 
assistance destined to maintain a Campaign which has as an 
object. the dignification of the Republic,and is also in defense 
of its moral and material interests,present and future. a 

The honorary president of this Legaue is Dr. Alfredo L.Pala- 
oios and the Executive Board is composed of Messrs. Santiago 
E. Nooeti, Arturo C.Porben, Nelio F. Crivelli, Armendo Cesaretti, 
Roberto Repetto and Andres Repetto. 

Anticipating our thanks for the assistance that you may 
lend us,we salute you with the greatest consideration. 


Seoretary. President. 


TRANSLATION OF PROGRAMME 
1° To carry out an active propaganda in all the country, 
ausploiating the intervention of the Argentine Republic in 
the World oonflagration,for it is &® historical tradition, based 
on Hemocracy and Justice and present and future interests, 
which should logically unite it with the Allieg Nation&- 
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repudiating therefor all contact with the Central Empires of 
Burope, which have violated ell rights and all international 
guarantees. 


2° To establish relations with all Allied’ centres and pro-Al1ied 
ones in the country,and with similar institutions existing in 
the American nations especially in Brazil and Uruguay. 


3° To cooperate in the propaganda for War Loans of Allied Na- 
tions,in the manner considered most convenient. 


4o To organize assemblies and popular manifestations in honor | 
of the peoples of the "Entente" as also manifestations of soli- 
darity and sympathy towards them. 


5° To propagate by means of lectures,pamphlets and publication 
the great ideals of the Allied Peoples who are fighting against 
the Central Empires. 


6° To carry out charity entertainments for the Allied Red 
Cross and the Argentine Hospital in Paris. 


7° To auspiciate any initiative tending to diffuse in the Re- 
public the high finality of the present war as a war of libera- 
tion. ; . ; 


6° To emphasize a profound liberal sentiment,contrary to the 
reaccionary and anachronio aspibations of the Vatican,a centre 
of felony and international treason. ait 
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9° To join Argentine intellectuals who,as representatives of 
the most capable,oultured and intelligent class of the Republic, 
made common cause from the very beginning with the Allied 
countries and 


i 
I 
10° To carry out commemorative acts of the Revolution of the i 
25th of May 1810 and of the men and events that founded the 
liberal and democratic tradition of the Republic from Mariano 
Moreno to Almafuerte. : 


Seoretary's office Lavalle 1161-------- Buenos Aires. 
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The following three successive roports, dated Soptember 
10, 1918, upon the recent strike in tho port of Montevideo, have 


eon redeivod by. this Office from a reliable source 4n Buenos 
reas 


I Septombor 4, 1918:- 


"Although many mon have roaumed work in the port of 
Montevideo during the past two weeks the strike situation 
ie far-from aettled. It will be remembered that the orig 
inal port strike which waa initiated on the 26th of July 
last, wao considered settled vhon an inorsaus of 20% was 
granted to laborers receiving less than {50 pesos por 
month and 15% to those receiving up to 80 pesos. But in— 
stead of things Sssuming theiz: ordinary state of affairs 
the port workers again wont out, this time in sympathy 
with the employees of the three large coaling companiocs, 
namoly, Wilson Sons, Braga, and Mann George. 
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*The Governmont finally lost ite patience with the 
(port) mon and notified them that Upon & Certain date they 
Would bogin to £121 the places of tho strikers with other 
uén, should the otrikers not return to work. The men hela 
.out and gradually since that time othor men, and some of. 
(the old ones, wexe scoured until at the present time about 
(two thousand mon are at work in the port. 

Le 
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3 "The original list of: stevedores contained some 600 
wanes. During the strike some. 300 outsiders were taken on. 
i. The government now has notified the original men that they 
- Would be taken back. ‘Those, however, demand that the threo 
: hundred outsiders be dismissed as otherwise there will be 
_ §90G men on the list inatead of 600 thus Cutting the earning i 
: @apaoity down by one third — that is the earning capacity 

of the individual. The government go far has refused to 5 
turn out the three hundred men, and the strike continuen.. 


"The Argentine Maritime Federation has taken sides 
with the looal labor organization and in an endeavor to 
oid them has attempted to boycott the port of Montevideo , 
with rather serious results. Among other things mail 
servioe as well as passenger service between the tno 
porto has been practically discontinued. Some Passen- 
gers and mail have been transported by transoceanic stean- 
ers which happened to call at both ports. A rather ser- 
ious inoident occured when the Italian deolegetion was 
brought over from Buenos Aires on September lat on the 
steamer LONDRES. Upon the arrival of the vessel the con. 
mittee of the Argentine Maritime Federation which also 
Was on board,-and for the purpose of exercising vigilance 
to sce that yo one not belongi to the Italian deleéga— 
tion travelled on the steamer ,— orbade tho Uruguayan 
Port authorities to board the vessel when ashe dooked at 
Montevideo. This nearly oaused a soandal and the local 
administration oabled to Buenos Aires to obtain permis 
sion from the Argentine labor organization to board the 
vessel. Naturally the government here has been sharply 
oritisized for its pusilianimous stand in this matter. 


"Although the labor situation here is moat ‘oompli_ 
coated, the forces at work are so obsoure that it is gen- 
erally believed that some hidden ‘influences are at the 
bottom of the trouble. It has been variously suggested 
that the whole trouble is due to. politios or to German 
propaganda and money. Although there are many persons 
ready to state that they know the ‘latter to be the case 
no one oan come forth with any proéf thereof. The most 
Plausible reason for the original strike is that it was 
oaused by the high prices and comparatively low wages. - 
The causes for the conttiuation of the strike are less 
simple. It is quite truo. that during the strike new com. 
plications set in resulting in new demande ‘by labor, some 
of which have not been’ met: and for which they continue to 
hold out. But Spparently the turning point of the whole 
situation at ono time was: the issue between the: coal com 
Fenies and their kabor,;, : With a situation so serious it 
Becns very Strange that no one, not even ‘the government, 
attempted to investigate the trouble and’ try to bring 
about & settlement. . . . : 


*It was learned but last week that the managers of 
the coal companies claimed that the labor union of car- 
boneros —(0081 workers) had never presented their demands, 
and beomse they had not done 80 there was no question 
under dispute. This seemed s0 utterly ridiculous that 
the writer went to the OERRO and had a conference with 
the officers of the union. They olaim that they. sent a 
delegation on July 29th to the coal plant to present: their 


demands and that the superintendent refused to ‘have any 
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thereupon they returned and never 
ent the demande. The remulting 


& to settle the diffioulty, with the result that 
hole labor Situation ag far ag the Port is ooneerned 


"The writer Gonferred with the Coal managers and found 
that kr, Pepper, manager for Wilsons Sons, and leader ag 


Concerned, does not want to treat with the workmen who are 
out on atrike. He Olaims that for the time being he hag 


reaoh the hands of the managers. Ag Mr. Braga, manager of 
Braga Coal Company, admits some of the demands are not un. 


representatives of the strikers, listen to their demands 
and see if sone understanding cannot be reached. As two 


qi. September 6, 19183 
"The principal stumbling blook in th way of & settle. 


ment of the port strike was overcome when ‘Gas 
septed.ali the demands of the carbonsros (coal workerty” 
Although this. wes thought to be the only question in aiamite 
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betwoen the coal companies and their debor, 4+ was learned 
today that the firemen and sailors (foguistas and marineros 
menousles) omplayed by these companies must bo taken back 
before the labor questions of the ooal companics oan be — 
considered settled. There are twenty of these mon and they 
went out on strike in solidarity with the other port workers, — 
aot whom went out to aid the oaboneros of the coal com 
panies. 


"As there are but twenty men in question it is quite 
likely that agreement oan be reached, such as the taking 
pack of these men and giving those who have taken their . 
places employment elsewhere. 


"The work in general in the port ie daily improving, 
yot persons cognizant with port affairs olaim that the | 
port 4s working but forty percent of normal. The following 
questions, along with the one just mentioned, are still 
he hes settled acoording to the olaima of the Labor Feder- 
ation: 


1. With the Administration of the Port - the discharge of 
newly .employed men now at work and the taking baok of all 
former employees. | pes . 

2. With the Minister of Public Works — relative to the sus- 
pension imposed upon the crews of the 'Delfin' and *Cuestas! 
and the readmission of all the personnel. en : 
3. hag private companies — the readmission of all the per- 
sonnel. . eee 

4 With the Native Produota Companies (barraqueros) — xead- 
mission of the peons and the drivers who went out on sym 
pathetic strike. 


"It is olaimed that the Administration has taken a firm 
stand on the first two points and that the private. oompanies 
now have a sufficiont number of men. Tho latter statement 
powen Gs. is probably not correct since goods’ are not moving 
normally. —— ee ok 


"The Federal Council of Labor here further. oleims that 
the oarboneros of this place must also first reach: an accord 
with those of Wilson Sons & 0o., in the Argentine who have 
struck in sympathy with them. However assurances were given 
thiga morning tuat the caboneros of the ‘Oerro' (coal compan 
ies here) were entirely satisfied with the conditions acospt- 
ed by the companies and were now returning to work as work 


developed. . 


"Although the most Vitel question for Uxuguey today, the 
real issues of the strike haye reosived very little attention 
or at any rate no proper attention from. the Government, which 


has apparently neglected to make a study of the situation, and 
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whose invostigations & 4f there have been any - have been barren 
of results. The coal companies have mado generous conoessions,- 
conoessions which they made from pntriotio ( pro-Ally) motives 
alone-3; now it would seem that 4+ 46 up to the looal government 
to take such steps os may be necessary to put a stop to present 
conditions, especially sinoe it was the Government that put it 
up to the coal companies that their refusal of the demands was” 
the principal obstacle to a settlement. These demands have been 
met in full and now it remains to bo seen whether the Government 
oan settle the differences existing between it and the workmen. 


"Mr. Sampoharo, jefe politico and ohlef of police, has been 
fully advised of the situation and the conoessions made. ° 


Sampanaro has been handling the situation in behalf of the Presi. 
dent. 


"Dr. Buero, acting Minister for Foreign Affaira, advised the 
writer today that about two weoks ago & man approfohed several 
storekeepers with whom he left orders and payment for 500 rations, 
giving the addresses of those to whom the food was to be sent = 
families of men out on strike. When asked his name the man dis- 
&ppearad and the police have found no trace. of hin. _. Mang nigh. 
officials are of the opinion that there is probably German in- 
fluence and money behind the strikes. . Some investigations have 
been made but as yet no proof to that effeot has been established, 


"Mr. De Simone, of the firm of DeSimone and Piaggio, important 
brokers, stated that day before yesterday 4000 pesos arrived in 
-sHonteviaéoifor-the Labor Federation coming from German’ sources 


in Buenos Aires. Thin information has been turnad over to local 
offioials. 


"A man named Disgo Brouwer, who represents himself to be 
official delegate or commissioner from the Buenos Aires federation 
of carboneros and laborers in general has beon here for some time 
and is very aotive. He oalled upon the Amerioan Minister in | : 
company with three Bepresentatives of local. labor. organ izations 
for the purpose of assuring him that no Germany money or influ. 

- onoe was behind the strikes, : 

"Diego Brouwer is said to be a Hollander, haying emigrated 
as & ohild. In gppearance he is quite German, fairly tall, blond, 
biue‘eyes, ruddy complexion. The poldos are now investigating 
this man.*® _ oo % 


III. September 10, 19183 


‘With the acceptance of the demands of the Goal laborers 
by the co&l companies at Montevideo :the way was. oleared for a 
general. settlement of the port atrike. The Government gave way 
to the demands of thd Labor Federation to the extent of consenting 


to take baok all otrikors, to withdraw the deorce suspending 
operations of the dredges, and promising an adjustment of the 
matter of the orews of the 'Questas! and 'Delfin'. The strikers 
desistod from their demand that 011 new labor - those taken on 
during the utrike ~ be discharged. However, one of the leaders 
stated that they hed a taoit agreomont with tho President that 
the new labor would be gradually let go. The Port Oounoil is 
firmly oppossd to any suoh step. 


"There remained to be settled one or two points with the 
Coal companies, such as, admitting the old men (atrikors) to 
work on an equal basis with the new mon and the taking baok 
@ll the marinerosa, some 328 in number. These two points have. 
been agreed to. A further point is that the marineros and 
foguistas demand that they all be taken back. The oompanics 
refused to this as thoy olaim that when taking on the new men 
they promised that the work would be permanent. It is hoped 
that this oan in some way be overcome or that the old men will 
find other employment and be contented. 5 


"Although there was some slight diffioulty at the port 
yesterday, it was of no great moment and practically all tho 
Old men found employment. Today it is believed that all the | 
old mon as well as the new will find work and that the work in 
the port will regain its normal activity. 


"Whether the otrike io ao settled that 4t will remain set. 
tiled is, of course, impossible to state since thore are still 
a few points unsettlod that may cause friction. . 


"It should be added that the Frigorifico Artigas were in- 
eect to take back two men, & condition demanded by the Federat- 
on. | 


"By taking propor mdasures, the Government, it is believed, 
oan prevent the reourrenos' of the recent oonditions. It was 
generally admitted that the port workers were underpaid. before | 
the strike - yet, in spite of the fact that this condition had 
existed for many months - the authorities were in no position 
to mest the situstion when the time came. ‘This lack of yre- 
pareadness led to the complications which resulted in the tying up 
of the port of Montevideo for over mne month and the resultant 
great losses to the Allies shipping and in fact to everyone 
concerned.* 


2 ROGER WELLES 


By direction. 
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In a session held on November 4th by the National Committee 
of Young iien it was decided to issue the following manifesto 
and’give it the widest publicity possible: 
Translation 
"The policy of neutrality has created a situation for the 
Argentine Republic which affects its decorum and diminishes 
its prestige as a nation before the civilized world. We are no 
longer @a people with ideals of liberty and justide who,to 
prove same,have oarried out magnificent undertakings and under- | 
gone heroic sacrifices. Neutrality gives us a different aspect. 
Vie appear as a country indifferent to the catastrophe whioh 
overtook humanity and foreign to the sentiment of its own 
dignity. This is the result of that incomprehensible neutral- 
ity which the Government has underteken contrary to popular 
desire as manifested in memorebdle cocasions and thereby proving 
that the vote of Congress was supported. Thus we became isolat- 
ed from the Allied Nations and today we are alone. 
The National Conmittee of Young Men,which on account of 
the plots of the German Minister in Buenos Aires started and 
directed the most vast ourrent of Argentine opinion,today re- 
news its patriotic campaign and submits to the collective 
oonscienoe the grave problems which arise from this position: 
Who are those direotly responsible for the present events ? 
Should we make the Government alone responsible for having 
been obstinate in its deliberate and at the same time daring 
policy ? Or,should we recognise that the people have not had 
the necessary cohesion and indispensable energy to impose the 
exclusive solution which wes exacted in the supreme hour ? 
The people rushed to the streets to demend the cessation of 
neutrality. In spite of this olear demand and the historical 
sanotion of parliament,the Executive Power,whioh attributes 
to itself the absolute responsibility of exterior policy, per- 
sisted in its pro-German conduct. For it is this,in essence 
and in form,as indicated most categorioally by the olosing of 
the oonfliot with Germeny and the sudden reoognition of its 
diplomatio representation. 
The Government has speculated with the antagonistic sides ‘ 
and has tried to take advantage of the uncertain results of 
the conflagration confiding in its orafty policy and in the 
efficienoy of the contradictory aots whioh have constituted 
the groundwork of its plan and the bases of its procedurss. 
This has oarried us to the moral disaster(ruin) of the country. | 
For this reason the National Committee of Young Wen propose to 
agitate anew the conscience of the people in order to denons-—- 
trate the real positicn of the republic which is not inoarnated 
nor represented by a Government whioh does not oarry out the © 
will of the majority. Furthermore it signifies the injury of 
our historical ideals,which gave us,since the origin of our 
nationality a place in America and a social mission every 
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tine that liberty or right were in danger. This constituted 
the real foundation of our idealiem and the permanent ten- 
dency of the Argentine spirit. We should show what it is 

by successive and immediate actions. Neutrality and tacse 
who inspire and apply it are foreign to the general sentiment 
of the majority." 

The Manifest then adds thet secret diplomacy may reserve 
very bitter surptises for us,and combinations or alliances 
“with other nations have been spoken of---this,it says,may be 
even more dreadful tham-the yclicy of neutrality. 

The manifest, then continues: 


"The Executive Power considers 4{tself the only organ in 
pelation with other countries,and in this shows itself similar - 
to the German Entire the fall of which we are witnessing. 
It ie an Empive whose people according to deatiny were under 
the uncontrolled will of a master,who decreed peace or war 
as he thought fit,inaccessible to the censure ,of the re- 
presentative bodies and deaf to the demands of the people. 
Thus as we are resolved to demonstrate that neutrealism is an, 
dndividual phenomenon and not an expression of the Argentine 
soul,we also affirm that the suppression of secret diplomacy 
and the oreation of legislative control in the foreign 
policy 4s an urgent reform needed if we wish to save the 
country from complicstions which perhaps have already been 
woven by the tortuous handling of affairs characteristio of 
this Government which gave itself the pleasure of diminish- 
ing the decorum of the Republic and separating it from the 
nations fighting for the triumph of civilization and for the 
predominance of justice. 
This is our intention im-renewing the patriotic agitation 
and we proclaim it as our programme. The people know that 
we started our campaign free from party politics. We worked 
only as patriots,and we address ourselves as such now without 
taking into consideration political bimitations or sects. 
We are Argentines and we speak to Argentines. We entered the 
ring at the time when national honor was outraged. We pursue 
our struggle in an even more sad position and we appeal to 
Argentine citizens in an effort to remedy it:we aspire that 
our country have once more its old position as 4 country 
of liberty and in the service of peace and justioe whioh is 
she prepared for humenity by the liberating nations of the 
wor ", 


The above manifestohas been profusely distributed through- 
out the country. 
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The first(premeture) news of the Armistice caused a veri- 
table panic of excitement and celebration in Buencs Aires 
never before witnessed. The event was heralded by the sound- 
ing of bombs ana syrens fron the newspaper buildings end 1% 
atpeared as though the entire population of 1,500,000 peorle 
mad2 their way to the heart of the city. 

It took very little time for the nationals of the Allied 
nations to gather in separate grcure and parade the streets. 
These later assembled in the various cafés and hotels where 
there was speech making and singing of naticnal eirs. 

The Italian colony was most noticeable in their rejoic- 
ing owing. to their large nunber. Within an hour of the re- 
oeipt of the news the oity was @ macs of oclor in the flutt- 
ering of flags fron buildings and frcem carriages and auto- 
mobiles. Thousands of Argentines joined in the demcnstre- 
tions. At night sapeciel tables were reserved at the hotels 
atid the singing of naticnal airs and dancing continued until 
gunvise of the following day. 

The final offioial announcement of the armistice reached 
Buenos Aires early on November llth,when there was o repetition | 
of the previous celebration which lasted thrcughcut the week. 
"The Marseilleise" appeared to be the anthem best known to the. 
Buenos Aires population and was continually played by the bands 
and sung by the people. 

Practically every group of narchers made it a point to 
pass our Eunbassy where President Wil'son was ohecred. For one 
week through the day and night the scuncs of "vivas" for the 
nations France, Zngland, Belgium and Italy were heard. In the 
case of the United States it was always "viva Wilson". 

‘On Wednesday November 13th the stores and banks were closed 
in honor of the monster demcnstraticn which took plage on that 
day. This manifestation wes organized by the "Comite de le 
Juventud" (Committee of Young Men). This demenstration oon- 
sisted of e parade of probably 30,000 people commencing at 
the Capitol and passing through the two principal streets, 
Avenida de Mayo and Calle Florida. The committee in charge 
of the demonstration is the one whioh from time to time has 
conduoted an intense propaganda favoring Argentina's rupture 
of relations with Germany(see previcus reports). The head 
of the column contained many prominent Argentine men. Thrceugh- 
out the demonstration the Argentine people nade it a strong 
point to sing the Argentine National’ Anthem as frequently as 
the "Marseillaise" to show their regard for "Liberty" whioh 
word is the keynote of the Argentine hymn. - 

| An unfortunate ocourence took place on November 15th in 
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front of the Argentine newspaper tLa Epoca" (the Government 
organ) as @ result of which a few people were killed and many 
were wounded ina shooting affray. .. fe 

Owing to the dense mass of people in the vtoinity during 


e 
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the porads and ts attendins wanic fcllowing the shots the 
authcritizs have not yet been able to ccmpletsly vrobe the affair 
end fix tne resvonsibility. The meunted poliss ecnarged into scone . 
cf the people inflicting injuries throush sranrling cf the horses, | 


ate. i 

The story most currant is test the affray was caused by some 
men in front cf the newscarner clice who took offense at a 
placsrd carrisd in the parade which criticised tre Argentine ; 
Govermisnt for its poiicy of neutrality. It is aaia that a i 
shot was fired at the tearsr of tre placurd and resorts go so 
far as to say other shots wszv: fired fra. tre windcw of "La E-osa". 
The injured of ccurse were innocents manive:tunts or cnlockers and 
@ etorn cf indignauticn has arisen. As 2 r3sult of criticism by 
the Englis: papsr "Tne Standard" of "La Focoa" in ecnnection with 
this affrey the latter journal has entertd a suit for danages 
afainss tne former. The affair has arcusea political feelings 
and is most unfortunate at this time. 

On November 123th,191& the day set for the mcnster demcnstration 
against the solicy of tre Argentine Governuent,many exciting 
stories went the rcunds to tne effect that the President and 
uinister of Fereisn Relations had left the city for that day; that 
the troops at the large garrison at Camso de ilayo hud been ordered =: 
shut up there; that the Government Arsenal was prepared to re- } 
ceive an attaok;tiat a demonstration would be made in front of. ' 
Government House. With these rumours in mind I mad: it a point to : 
drop in at the ‘linistry of War which is in the Government House to 
Bize up the situation. I noted that the mounted police were so 
established as to pravent any larse gathering within 300 yards 
of the building,also that q*large’ group of officers of. the Grana- 
deros regiment in service uniform were within the building. This 
regiment is the President's body puard and exclusively under his 
orders. Theve is no doubt that the usual guard at the Governmant 
House was reinforced from one troop to e squadron. An officer c? 
the General Staff informed me that this reinforcement was con- 
sidered necessary. The rolicse,foot and mounted, totalling 10,000 
men were strategically posted thrcughout the city in case of 
trouble and this continued throughcut the following week. I 
visited the vécinity of the German and Austrien Legations where 
I found strong police guards,and in the basemaént of the Austrian 
Legation I counted the rifles and accoutrements of twelve police 
stationed within the building. 

During the demonstraticn of the 13th instant not a single 
soldier appeared cn the street whiciy ocnfirms the geport that 
the troops were mustered at their barracks. Aside from the 
occurrence in front of "La Epoce" on the loth inst. the parade 
was orderly and no attempt at a demonstration was made in front 
of the Government House. i 

Owing to the Argentine Government's policy of neutrality--- 
there was of course #6 sien of beflagged public buildings yp to the | 
13th inst. However on the 14th inst. the Argentine flag appeared j 
on all the Government buildings. Pi j 

That day the Predgident decreed a public holiday throughout the ' 
Republic and the following is the deoree: } 

"Having regard to manifestations which have reached the Govern- < 
nent in the sense of declaring the 14th instant a Public Holiday, 
seeing that on that day institutions---both national and forsign--- . 
representing ocumerce,industry and finance,heve decided to solemnise - 
in @ public manner,the termination of the war and the triumph of 
the Allies,and oonsidering that: Whereas the universal avent 
which puts an end to the great ocnflagration will bring about the 
establishment cf Universsl Pesce under the Empire of Liberty, 

Justios and Right,the maintenanesof which the Argentine Government 
supported and strove for,assuming during the period of the 
oocurrences,all the resronsibilities emergent from that attitude; 
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and whereas the War operaticns ten.inite,aniuives by the nobles 
spirit of humanitarianisu whieh ncve. the viovor icus oe 
prouptly to attend negnenimousiy vo the contingencies tiycugs 
which the defeated countries are passins;the Executive Bees of 
the HWaticn dscressi- 

Article 1. The leth instant is nersby declared @ publi: 
noliday througne.t tne Reyublic." 

Thr cugnous these dGaucnatraticons nce viclence against Germans or 
German proeyersy fas tien reported. 

The demonstration oreved veycnd a dcubt the sympathy of the 
great wajority of tue scpulaticn. 

However shers wuct te taken inte account the ecamcro ivan 
powulaticn in this ccunsry 

The wesk Woo warkei by any exiressicna cf enbarrassnent on 
she part of lesuding Argentine people in thst their Government had 
not takan side with she Aliics---and among the other classes 
the Prasident's nane was ccupled with the word "PELUDO" meaning 
"hairy one" or aniual. 
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